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WELCOME to Strategies for Algebra 1.  I hope that you all will enjoy this class.  I am confident 
that you will work hard and learn a lot.  If you find that you are having trouble understanding 
something, let me know right away.  Please don’t hide your misunderstanding.  All school rules 
are in affect for this class, so I am not retyping and rehashing those rules.  You all are old enough 
to read and understand the handbook. 
 
1.  Objective 
 
This class is a semester long class that is meant purely to remediate you on topics of Algebra 1.  
There are 2 different modules, with 3 strands each, so, we are looking at 6 different anchors.  
These are listed at the end of this expectation sheet.  I have your scores from your Keystone Exam 
that you took in May.  I will use those scores, as well as, new CDT scores, and other pre-
assessments to help me adjust and plan the semester.  This course is meant to reinforce all skills to 
help you become proficient on the Algebra Keystone Exam.  Some of you were merely one 
question away from obtaining that, and others need a little more help.  I will utilize each of you to 
help me reteach the concepts needed.  Some of you will be the “experts” and will be group leaders 
on certain topics.  We can learn greatly not only by doing, but also by helping. 
 
2. What will your day look like? 
 
You will have about 4 different chances to show me that you are “proficient” on a certain topic.  
Because it is imperative to use the skills daily, we will be revisiting topics throughout the 
semester.  Each day you will most likely do a little bit of computer work, some instruction, and 
some doing.  As you can see, you are seated in groups, but everything you do will be based on 
your individual efforts, not your group efforts.  The groups are merely there to help each other, 
encourage each other, and to have to help collect data when needed.   
 
To show proficient, you will keep a “concept standard record” with the anchor and objective we 
are working on with you at all times.  When a “check point” happens, you will be scored anywhere 
from a 1 – 4.  If you try, you will never score a 0.  Every so often, I will record the highest grade 
that you have on a strand into my grade book.  However, if 4 attempts had not been reached, that 
grade could improve.  It will never decrease.  (All of this will be explained and demonstrated to 
you as we start this week!)  Once you get two scores of 4 in a row, you will be considered 
proficient on that strand, and may remediate other concepts, using other methods.  You are NOT 
excused from class that day, however. 
 
3. Supplies 
 
You will NOT be issued a textbook.  There is no textbook for this course.  I will be using many 
different resources to help you learn and sustain this material.  These will be explained next. 
 
You will be issued a TI-83 calculator.  It is expected that you will learn how to utilize this 
calculator as a tool, but not become dependent on it.  You are responsible for replacing the 
batteries in your calculator. 



 
You will also be given a card system that will help me and the other adults in the room know if 
you need assistance or not.  You will be given a label to put on these cards so that we always 
know their owners.  Please leave these cards with your binder in the room. 
 
4. Google Drive, Mathbits, Khan Academy, IXL, and ThatQuiz 
 
Because this class is a remediation class for Algebra 1, there will be no textbook.  Most of our 
work will be utilizing the websites listed above. (Mathbits, Khan Academy, IXL, and ThatQuiz.)  I 
will introduce these to you as we go.  You will be expected to complete the assigned work as it is 
assigned.  These websites will be used as ways to show proficient as well. 
 
5. Homework 
 
There will be very little homework.  We want you to focus on your Geometry course, and most all 
work will be done in class.  Normally if we ask you to do something at home, you will have 
multiple days to finish it. 
 
6. Grades 
 
As mentioned in #2 above, you grade will be based on the concept standards.  90% of your grade 
will be the concept standards, while 10% will be your class participation.  All work will be done in 
class, and you will have multiple times to demonstrate your understanding.  Improvement on 
concepts will be factored into your grade. 
 
7. Concept Standards 
  

Module 1 Module 2 
Operations with Real Numbers and Expression Functions 
Linear Equations Coordinate Geometry 
Linear Inequalities Data Analysis 
 
8. Rubric for Concept Standards 
 

Earned Score (4Earned Score (4 -- Point Scale)Point Scale)   
4: Demonstrates repeated mastery of the assessed skill through clear explanations and accurate 
work shown without assistance.  A student at this level would also be able to explain this concept 
to a peer. 
3: Student demonstrates understanding of the assessed skill by showing their work or providing 
an explanation using complete sentences.  A minor error in calculation may result in an incorrect 
answer, but does not distract from a student’s understanding of the concept. 
2: Some understanding of the assessed concept is demonstrated with limited work shown or a 
partial explanation. 
1: A correct answer is given with little to no work or explanation provided; or, beginning 
understanding of the assessed concept is demonstrated. 
0: No attempt made or student was absent for all assessment opportunities 
 

Good Luck!!!! 



 


