
MINI NATIVE ETHNOGRAPHY PROJECT 
 
THE BASICS: 
 

This ethnography project will challenge you to take the perspective of a native anthropologist and 
question, observe, analyze, and present one aspect of local culture. 

 
“Traditionally, anthropologists doing fieldwork try hard to learn the culture of the 

people with whom they are working.  In a sense, anthropologists working in their own culture 
have the opposite problem:  they must attempt to see their culture as an outsider might.” 

 
WHAT’S INVOLVED? 
 

1. DETERMINE AN AREA OF STUDY – First, determine a cultural phenomenon to study.  What 
you study can be a part of your daily experience, or it can be something that requires you to 
go out of your way to participate in and observe. 

 
2. FIELDWORK – Whatever you chose to study, you will need to spend time (at least 2 hours 

total) in the field.  Your field could be a classroom, bus, kitchen, etc., as long as it applies to 
your topic.  While you are in the field, don’t just hang out, you need to participate, pay 
attention and listen to what people are doing and saying.  You can ask leading questions and 
take notes (if appropriate).  Keep your eyes and ears open – expect the unexpected! 

 
3. FIELD NOTES – Because you can’t possibly remember everything that happens in a situation, 

you must document it!  In some situations you may be able to take notes as you go.  In others, 
you might have to take mental notes and record them as soon as possible after you leave the 
field.  Avoid making general comments and statements in your notes; you should be specific 
and precise.  Write it down!  This is essential for successful ethnography! 

 
4. ETHNOGRAPHIC REPORT – For this part of the project, you will present the findings of your 

study with a short class presentation (5 minutes or less please).  Here’s what you should 
include: 

a. Description of your topic and background information if necessary (5 points) 
b. Explanation of your fieldwork - What did you do while you were in the field?  (5 

points) 
c. Data Collected - This is a formal presentation of your field notes. (10 points) 
d. Conclusions about your topic - What does your data mean?  Describe your cultural 

observations. (10 points) 
e. Analysis - Go further than your conclusion and consider if this is a problem in society, 

if further study is necessary, or if this cultural issue has other effects on society.  (10 
points) 

  
5. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS – You must keep ethical considerations in mind, and unless you 

are given consent, you may not use actual names. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 DUE DATE – Tuesday, February 17 
 
 GRADING – 40 points total 


