
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 8, 2009 
7:30 PM, BOARD ROOM 
131 WEST NITTANY AVENUE 
STATE COLLEGE, PA  16801 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Rick Madore, board president, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  With the agenda before them, Dr. 
Madore asked board members if there were any changes; there were none.   
 
A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion and/or action is included with the 
official minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Board Members Present:  Lou Ann Evans, David Hutchinson, Rick Madore, Ann McGlaughlin, Jim 
Pawelczyk, Gowan Roper, Chris Small, Dorothea Stahl 

 
Board Members Absent:  Donna Queeney  
 
Board Secretary:  Marie Caster (acting) 
 
Solicitor:  Scott Etter 
 
Superintendent:  Patricia Best 

 
District Personnel:  Jeff Ammerman, Randy Brown, Karen Burke-Crawford, Jon Downs, Pam Francis, 
Dennis Guth, Michael Hardy, MJ Kitt, Jeanne Knouse, Julie Miller, Tom Mincemoyer, Ron Pavlechko, Ed 
Poprik, Donna Ricketts, Kevin Stahl, Wilda Stanfield, Jean Vadella, Holli Jo Warner, Charlotte Zmyslo 
 
Guests:  Rich Bartnik, Penni Fishbaine, Cecelia Dunsmoyer, Taylor Greer, Ed Mahon, Alexei Novikov, 
Steve Piazza, Barb Schaefer, Peter Schempf, Susan Smith 

 
II. COMMUNICATIONS 

Julie Miller provided updates on the District Wide Facilities Master Plan Steering Committee meeting and 
Community meeting held Tuesday, June 2, and the architect interviews held Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 3 and 4.  Action on the final District Wide Facilities Master Plan is scheduled for June 23, 2009, 7:30 
pm, in the Board Room, 131 West Nittany Avenue. 

 
III. ROUTINE APPROVALS 

Dr. Madore reviewed the Routine Approvals before the board: 
- Travel requests for staff members to attend meetings or conferences. 
- School District Bills for the month of May 2009 

General Fund Checks #141092-171719 & V100888-V100915   $5,346,743.00 
Food Service Fund Checks #53832-53873   $139,327.90 
Athletic Fund Checks #36049-36138   $58,553.88 
Activities Fund Checks #52676-82715   $50,046.77 
Purchasing Cards for the month of April 2009 Checks #121, 360, 644 & 6135   $75,707.72 

  
 - Financial Reports as of April 30, 2009 
 Treasurers Cash Report 
 Report on Investments 
 Revenue and Expenditure Budget Status Reports 
 Student Activities Fund Report 
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 - Appointment of Depositories and Investment Institutions for 2009-10 School Year 
 - Appointment of Tax Collectors for 2009-10 School Year 
 - Re-approval of April 27, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 - April 27, 2009 Work Session Minutes 
 - Appointment of Roy Schaeffer to the CAC for Facilities 
 - Approval for Grant Submissions for 2009-10 School Year 

- Appointment of Judith A. Rayback and William W. Speakman to CAC for Private Fundraising 
 

Dr. Pawelczyk moved, Ms. Evans seconded to approve the Routine Approval items as presented.  
All board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.  (Dr. Queeney was absent.)  
  

IV. HUMAN RESOURCES RECOMMENDATIONS 
Dennis Guth presented the Human Resources Recommendations for approval. 

 
Retirements/Resignations 

 Ms. Pamela Karwoski, Elementary Teacher in the Park Forest Elementary School, resigned effective June 
18, 2009. 

 
Mr. Stuart Leitzell, Title I Elementary Teacher in the Radio Park, Lemont, Houserville, and Gray’s Woods 
Elementary Schools, terminated June 18, 2009. 
 
Leaves of Absence 
Ms. Brittany Snavely, Elementary Teacher in the Easterly Parkway Elementary School, requested a Child 
Bearing Leave of Absence beginning on or about June 11, 2009 and continuing through the end of the 
2008-2009 school year.  

 
Ms. Rebecca Thorsen, English Teacher in the High School South, requested a half-time Leave of Absence 
without pay for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 
Extra Duty/Extra Pay 
Mr. Mark Baney resigned his position as Freshman Class Advisor effective the end of the 2008-2009 
 school year. 
Ms. Brenna O’Connor resigned her position as Mount Nittany Middle School Girl’s Basketball  Coach 
 effective May 17, 2009. 
Ms. Linda Margusity recommended as Swing Dance Club Advisor for the remainder of the 2008- 2009 
 school year at a salary of $109.89. 
Ms. Brenna O’Connor recommended as Girls’ Volleyball Assistant Coach for the 2009-2010  school 
 year at a salary of $2,692.80. 
Mr. Richard Johnson recommended as Assistant Coach of the Boys’ Lacrosse Team for the 2008-  2009 
 school year at a salary of $3,104.40. 
 
Support Personnel 
Community Education – Hired 
Rebecca Casey, Jessica Cowan, Shari Dillon, Rosalyn Han, Danielle Kubrak, Andrea Snyder, 
Vanessa Tomasko at $18.00/hour  
Garrett Kepner at $9.00/hour 
 
Secretarial/Clerical – Hired 
Wendy Bonson at $11.75/hour  

 
Custodial/Maintenance – Hired 
Michael Patton and Scott Schoch at $9.35/hour 
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Custodial/Maintenance – Terminated 
Roseann Harrier  

 
Lifeguard - Hired 
Elizabeth Fontaine at $8.75/hour  
 
Substitute Listing 
Listing of new names to be approved and added to the substitute (guest) listing of teachers, secretaries and 
paraprofessionals. 

 
The following professionals are eligible to be granted tenure as of the end of the 2008-2009 school year:   

Elementary - Jenna L. Backer, Danielle L. Bandel, Jodi L. Bierly, Dustin R. Brackbill 
Shari A. Dillon, Steven M. Garbrick, Pamela J. Karwoski, Brian N. McGonigal, Mary Kristin Miller, 
Kelly M. Parks, Todd J. Roth, Rachelle L. Senior, Jaclyn D. Watson 

Secondary – Susanne Aurand, Jeffrey N. Beck, James A. Bleil, Judith L. Brooks, Elizabeth R. 
Delafield, Bryan R. Fatzinger, Carolyn A. Gardner, Justine A. Kononov, Jennifer L. Schrieber, 
Douglas M. Schunk, John R. Stout, Chad E. Weight, Joan K. Zimmer, Dana B. Zuhlke 

Learning Enrichment/Student Services/Special Education – Judith Brooks, Sarah E. Rochette 
Administration – Jon Downs 

 
Dr. Pawelczyk moved, Dr. Roper seconded to approve the Human Resources Recommendations as 
presented.  All board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.  (Dr. Queeney was absent.)  

 
Ms. Stahl congratulated the tenured professionals.   

 
V. ARCHITECT SELECTION  

Ed Poprik and Rich Bartnik reviewed the process involved in narrowing the seven short-listed architectural 
firms to three: SchraderGroup, Crabtree Rohrbaugh, and Burt Hill.  Mr. Poprik and Mr. Bartnik asked the 
board for direction on choosing a finalist and negotiating a contract.  
 

Dr. Pawelczyk moved, Ms. Stahl seconded to authorize the district to negotiate a contract with 
Schrader Group for architectural services associated with the three projects in Phase 1 of the 
District Wide Facilities Master Plan.  All board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.  (Dr. 
Queeney was absent.)  

 
Mr. Poprik stated that he hoped to present a contract for recommendation with Schrader Group at the  
June 22, 2009 meeting, as well as a recommendation for a Construction Management firm.  Mr. Bartnik 
spoke on behalf of the entire CAC for Facilities and interview committee expressing appreciation of Mr. 
Poprik’s leadership with the process.   
 

VI. ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT REPORT AND 2009-10 TICKET PRICES  
Ron Pavlechko reviewed the 2008-09 PIAA-Affiliated Interscholastics “Year in Review by the Numbers” 
report.  He presented ticket prices for the 2009-10 school year.  Mr. Pavlechko pointed out that the revenue 
on the report is based on four home football games.   
 
Board members’ discussed and questioned gender breakout; how many students tried out but did not make 
teams; challenges in scheduling events; moving middle school basketball to a winter sport; and facility 
issues to be addressed related to DWFMP.   
 

Ms. Evans moved, Dr. Pawelczyk seconded to approve athletic ticket prices as presented.  All 
board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.  (Dr. Queeney was absent.) 
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VII. BID AWARD FOR GASOLINE, DIESEL FUEL AND #2 FUEL OIL 
Kevin Stahl reviewed information and presented a recommendation to award the annual bid for gasoline, 
diesel fuel and #2 fuel oil to the lowest bidder, C. S. Myers.   
 

Ms. Stahl moved, Mr. Hutchinson seconded to accept the low bid from C. S. Myers for gasoline, 
diesel fuel and #2 fuel oil as presented.  All board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.  
(Dr. Queeney was absent.) 
 

VIII. UPDATE ON ELEMENTARY MATH CURRICULUM ACTION PLAN 
Patricia Best, Pam Francis and MJ Kitt provided an update on the development of the Elementary 
Mathematics Action Plan.  Dr. Best stated the purpose of the development of the Action Plan was based on 
the feedback received from public, parents and district employees.  Dr. Francis reviewed the steps being 
taken to support the Action Plan.  She announced that on June 9 there would be an evening meeting with 
responders to review an initial draft Action Plan.  The next draft Action Plan will be available on the 
website June 15, with presentation to the board for approval on June 22.   
 
Board members discussed LE program for struggling students; grade level expectations; survey tools; 
assessment review; when will plan be rolled out; timeline for periodic updates to board; evaluation of 
individual students; standards being used in other districts; and how did California and Massachusetts  
come up with their standards.   

 
Susan Smith, Cecelia Dunsmoyer, and Barbara Schaefer addressed the board regarding the Action Plan.  
 

 The board took a break from 8:58 to 9:03 pm. 
 
IX. REVISION OF POLICY 218.1 - WEAPONS 

Jeanne Knouse presented the first reading of revisions made to Policy 218.1 – Weapons.  Dr. Best stated 
that the language was updated to meet reporting requirements.  She also referenced School Code 1317.2 
that requires reporting the discovery of any weapon prohibited by the policy to parents/guardians, as well as 
to local law enforcement.  The School Resource Officer is made aware of any weapons policy violations at 
middle school and high school levels.  The district uses common sense at the elementary level to determine 
whether to report, based on circumstances. The revised policy extended the definitions of weapons.   
 
Board members discussed what has been the practice of reporting to the board, add wording to include 
“required annual report to the board;” and automatic updates to student handbooks.   

 
X. ONLINE INSTRUCTION INITIATIVES 

Pam Francis, Jon Downs and Donna Ricketts presented information on the possibility of utilizing online 
resources for students taking correspondence courses.  Donna Ricketts explained the local online option 
that is in the final stages of development that would offer Health 1 for 9th grade students.  This course 
would be supervised by a current health education teacher, no additional staff would be required, nor would 
there be a reduction in staff; this course would be managed through the Community Education Program, on 
a fee basis and would not impact the district programs already in place.  Dr. Ricketts stated that they would 
like to offer the course this summer and monitor the progress, with the hope of expanding the offering to 
include 11th grade Health 1 and/or 2 in the future. 
 
Jon Downs spoke of the goal to move students out of the R.I.T. Program as quickly as possible, and to ease 
their transition from R.I.T. back into the high school environment.  Virtual Learning Network (VLN) will 
use our curriculum to build online courses for our students’ use.  Dr. Downs explained that they would start 
with the conversion of 30 SCASD courses to online format for use beginning fall 2009, at a cost of 
$33,100.  The maintenance fee for subsequent years for those 30 courses is $16,500.  These costs are  
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contained in the current budget.  The initial intent is to offer this online instruction to students in the R.I.T. 
Program.  However, the future prospects of making our courses available on line  for far reaching could 
include district-based cyber school, homebound instruction, summer school, and credit recovery, to name a 
few.   
 
Board members discussed expanding for general public use; teachers to monitor online courses; RIT budget 
will cover costs; course(s) being available year-round eventually; fees; and would like to see a list of team 
members developing program.   
 
Dr. Francis asked the board for direction on the contract that has been reviewed by Scott Etter and Jeff 
Ammerman. Both are comfortable with it.  They would like to add approval of the contract to the June 22 
agenda as an action item.  Timing is essential for courses to be available for the start of school in the fall.   

 
Holli Jo Warner addressed the board about including current district Health Education faculty in the 
development of new online courses.  

 
XI. COUNTYWIDE EARNED INCOME TAX COLLECTION   

Jeff Ammerman reviewed information regarding countywide earned income tax collection.  He stated that 
implementation would be phased over the next three years.  By September 15, the board must appoint 
voting delegates to the new Tax Collection Committee that will be formed this fall.   

 
Ms. Stahl moved, Ms. McGlaughlin seconded to move this item to action.  All board members 
present voted aye with voice vote.  The motion passed.  (Dr. Queeney was absent.) 

 
Ms. Stahl moved, Ms. McGlaughlin seconded to nominate Randy Brown as primary voting 
delegate and Jeff Ammerman as alternate voting delegate to the new Tax Collection Committee.  
All board members present voted aye with voice vote.  The motion passed. (Dr. Queeney was 
absent.) 
 

XII. 2009-10 BUDGET DISCUSSION 
Jeff Ammerman reviewed the competing state funding proposals being considered by the House and the 
Senate.  He stated that depending on the outcome of the final state budget, the district could either receive 
approximately $200,000 additional money, or approximately $600,000 less money than is in the district’s 
Proposed Final Budget.  Mr. Ammerman reviewed several budget scenarios and indicated that any or all 
could be considered.  He indicated that action to set the tax rate needed to take place soon.  He also said 
that he needed to know if there is any desire from the board to use general fund balance or capital reserve 
fund balance. 

 
Board members discussed how much can be gained by cost containment; board desire to keep increase at 
3.3%; make decisions about cuts later, if necessary; do not want to change funding strategy; cost 
containment is best way to go; need to go back and look at where we can cut operationally and reprioritize; 
unifying sister schools for cost savings; possibly delay hiring new principal; what types of cuts will need to 
happen; would like to use some small amount of fund balance. 

 
Dr. Best stated that cost containment was already done by maintaining budgets at the 2008-09 level.  The 
next step will be cost cutting.  She asked if the board wants to go forward with new principal and the board 
responded to move forward with the elementary principal position. 

 
XII. BOARD DEVELOPMENT/TRANSITIONING 

Rick Madore reviewed a handout that outlined his thoughts on new board orientation, board development, 
and covering the needs of the whole board as well as the needs of the district.  He spoke of short- and long-
term needs, with short term being transition with Dr. Mextorf.  Dr. Madore reviewed areas of the board 
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budget, internal recruiting, and self-evaluation as a board.  Dr. Madore will work with Tom Templeton to 
set up a transition meeting during the last week of June and another one in two to three weeks.  He will find 
out the length of time Mr. Templeton needs for the first meeting and will contact board members for their 
availability. 

 
XIII. NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD ASSOCIATION REPORT:   

David Hutchinson attended the National School Boards Association (NSBA) Annual Conference in 
SanDiego, CA in April.  He participated in a preconference workshop on facilities, specifically related to 
school climate from the physical perspective and how that impacts instruction.  The four key components 
discussed were physical comfort; lighting; temperature controls and room acoustics.  Other areas that were 
discussed were sustainability now being a part of students’ thinking, integrative design, building design 
should make it easy for occupants to act environmentally responsible,  and a key part of sustainability is 
durability.   

 
 Rick Madore announced the board would adjourn to an Executive Session on negotiations. 
  
XIV. REPORTS  
 

President  Rick Madore encouraged all to attend commencement on Saturday, June 13.  The GED 
graduation is Wednesday, June 10, Senior Awards ceremony is Thursday, June 11.  
Board members received a report from the CAC for Athletics regarding OLV Football, 
and may request to place this item on a future agenda.  June 18 will be the Construction 
Manager interviews. 

 
Legislative  David Hutchinson reported on testimony from PSBA about the state budget and the 

senate’s proposal to use funding to balance the budget, use of first round stimulus 
funding by districts could affect second round funding.  June 30 is the deadline to submit 
items for the PSBA legislative platform. 

 
COG  Saturday is the opening of the new Park Forest Pool. 

 
 FUTURE AGENDA PLANNING  

Add Budget Discussion, approval of Architect Contract, Nonresident Student Request, and action on the 
Online Curriculum Contract for June 22 agenda. 
 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Stahl moved, Ms. McGlaughlin seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:06 pm.  The motion 
passed.  Dr. Madore announced the meeting adjourned to an executive session on contract 
negotiations. 
 

Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Marie Caster 
Acting Board Secretary 


