
Dear SCASD community, 
 
We are all deeply saddened today, struggling to comprehend another school tragedy in our 
nation, and our hearts go out to the grieving Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
community. 
 
This morning as we cope with our emotions, I want to assure you that the safety of students 
continues to be our top priority. At our schools, we have multiple security measures and 
procedures in place for a number of emergency scenarios. Additionally, we have a regular 
police presence in all of our schools. While we can’t reveal specific details about our safety 
plans, please be assured that we conduct drills, hold training sessions and consistently work 
with local police departments and regional emergency service agencies to prepare our staff and 
students in the event of a crisis. 
 
It is very important for us to ensure our children feel supported to help them cope with this 
event. As much as we would like to shield our children from this disturbing news, they will hear 
and see media reports and may feel scared or upset. Please reassure them that we, as a school 
community, will do everything we can to help students feel safe. I encourage you to talk with 
your children at home to keep lines of communication open so they feel comfortable sharing 
their thoughts and feelings about current events. 
 
Throughout today, as always, we have our building staff, counselors and administrators ready to 
respond to students if they need assistance. For your reference, please find a list of our school 
counselors here.  
 
We continue to focus on improving our efforts to keep children safe. To that end, we emphasize 
establishing trusting relationships with students, staff and the police officers who serve as our 
school resource officers. Nurturing these connections allows students to share their concerns 
with caring adults. In that spirit, if your child sees or hears of any concerning behavior, including 
troubling social media posts, please encourage them to report it to someone in a position of 
authority.  
 
Sincerely, 
  
Bob O’Donnell 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.scasd.org/Page/28911

