
Dear SCASD community: 
  
I’d like to take a moment to follow up on my note from yesterday regarding the tragic event 
Friday night. I’m deeply saddened by this incident; the last 48 hours have been really hard for 
our entire community. 
 
Our continued focus is on the injured student and his family. I’ve spoken with his mother 
directly, and his principals and counselor visited him earlier today. Despite his injuries, I’m 
pleased to say he’s in good spirits and returned home today.  
 
Additionally, my concern extends to everyone involved. In conjunction with the ongoing police 
investigation, we are contacting students who witnessed or may have information about this 
event not only to ensure their well-being but also to help us better understand what transpired.  
 
Because this incident is having a profound effect on our community, I called together district 
administrators, counselors and State College and Patton Township police officers this afternoon 
to discuss what we can do to assist students at schools and families at home, as well as how 
we can support the investigation. Together, we refined our course of action.  
 
For tomorrow, we have arranged for school counselors to be available to meet with students 
with any questions or concerns. In addition, middle school teachers are being provided 
guidance for discussing this sensitive issue. Moreover, to help students and parents feel more 
secure, we will have an increased police presence around our district throughout the day. 
 
Should you wish to discuss the incident with your children, these resources from the National 
Association of School Psychologists are helpful for talking to children about violence. 
 
In light of upcoming athletic events at Memorial Field, I wish to remind you that it’s the district’s 
responsibility to provide safe and secure environments within our facilities and surrounding 
areas, and we will have additional security at these events. However, Friday’s incident occurred 
outside of our facility, in front of the post office on Fraser Street, not in Sidney Friedman Park as 
originally stated. While the district does its part, I feel it’s a shared responsibility between the 
district and parents to make sure our students are supervised at all times, so I encourage 
parents to attend school events with their children. 
 
My thoughts continue to be with the injured student and his family, and I remain shocked and 
troubled by this incident. At the same time, I’m uplifted by the outpouring of support so far, 
including a GoFundMe campaign started by a family friend. This is exactly the spirit we’ll need 
as a community to work through this difficult time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob O’Donnell, Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.gofundme.com/support-for-jason-anderson-family

