Station B: Korean War
The surrender of Japan at the end of World War II also meant an
end to 35 years of Japanese occupation in Korea. As they had in
Germany, Soviet and U.S. troops liberated Korea -- and agreed to
divide the nation along the 38th parallel as a temporary measure.
But as both sides withdrew their troops, they also set up rival
governments, creating the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in
the North, and the Republic of Korea in the South
Both North Korean leader Kim Il Sung and his South Korean
counterpart, Syngman Rhee, dreamed of reunifying the peninsula
under their respective governments. But Kim acted first. He pleaded
with Stalin, who -- after first rejecting the idea -- helped North Korean
forces plan for the invasion of the South.
Stalin also was heartened by the communist victory in China in
1949 and believed it was time to open an Asian front against
capitalism. On June 25, 1950, the North Korean army rolled south in a
surprise assault. The United States took advantage of a Soviet
boycott of the United Nations to have the U.N. Security Council
condemn North Korean aggression -- and create a U.N. military force
that would defend South Korea.

That U.N. force included soldiers from 16 nations, with the largest
contingent coming from the United States --- all under the command of
U.S. Gen. Douglas MacArthur. At first, the U.N. troops were helpless
against the North Korean assault -- and for a while appeared on the
verge of being driven from the peninsula. But a daring attack behind
North Korean lines at the port of Inchon rolls back the North Korean
advance.
North Korea's neighbor, the People's Republic of China, watched
with alarm as U.N. forces drove the North Koreans out of the South.
MacArthur assured U.S. President Truman there was no possibility of
China entering the war. But unknown to Western leaders, 500,000
Chinese -- called the People's Volunteers -- were preparing to enter
Korea.
In November 1950, after repeated warnings through diplomatic
channels, China attacked -- sending the surprised U.N. forces reeling
southward. U.N. troops stopped the advance by North Korean and
Chinese forces near the 38th parallel -- and the war developed into a
painful stalemate. MacArthur, who had called for the bombing of
Chinese cities (including the atomic bomb) and pursuit of the war into
China, was dismissed by Truman.
By the summer of 1951 armistice talks began. It wasn't until July
1953, after months of pointless fighting and the death of Soviet
dictator Joseph Stalin, that a cease-fire was finally agreed to. Despite
the armistice, the Korean peninsula remains divided to this day -- and
a potential global flashpoint.

Station B: Korean War – Your Task
1. Read the information about the Korean War.
2. Then look through the photographs and maps.
A.Do you notice any differences about the armed forces
in this war?
B.In looking at the maps, what area does the conflict
center around?

3. The Korean War is often called the “forgotten
war.” Why do you think this conflict is not as
widely known by Americans?

1. The Invasion: North
Korean forces cross
the 38th Parallel in an
attempt to reunite the
country under
Communist Rule.

3. Chinese Advance:
Chinese and North
Korean forces attack
UN forces and push
them back behind the
38th Parallel.

2. The Counter Attack:
United Nations forces
push the North Korean
forces back. UN
forces travel beyond
the 38th Parallel.

4. Armistice: An end
to the fighting is
decided. Korea
remains divided
between Communist
and Democratic (North
and South) along the
38th Parallel. A
demilitarized zone
exists between the two
sides.

Station C: Sputnik
In August 1949, the United States finds itself shocked to discover the Soviet Union has
broken Washington's atomic monopoly. The new Soviet bomb was developed quickly, thanks to
the acquisition of U.S. atomic secrets by Soviet agents. The bomb also signals the start of the
nuclear arms race between the Cold War rivals. By 1952, the United States develops and tests
the first hydrogen bomb. The Soviets match that milestone several years later. Meanwhile,
American children watch as bomb shelters are dug in their backyards and learn in school to
"duck and cover" should nuclear bombs fall in their neighborhoods.
In 1952, Dwight Eisenhower was elected to succeed Harry Truman as U.S. president.
Less than a year later, Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin was dead, starting a power struggle among
the Kremlin leadership. In 1955, Eisenhower met with a Soviet delegation in Geneva and
proposed an "Open Skies" policy -- giving both sides the freedom to fly over each other's
territory and observe for themselves military developments on the ground. Nikita Khrushchev,
then emerging as top Soviet leader, announced his delegation's refusal.
Soviet engineers, meanwhile, had been busy developing missile technology. They tested
the world's first intercontinental ballistic missile in May 1957. And on October 4 of that year they
surprised the world by launching Sputnik -- the world's first satellite.
Sputnik came as a shock to the West and especially the United States, which realized the
Soviets now had the ability to send not only satellites around the world, but nuclear weapons as
well. The U.S. military tried to push forward with its own satellite, called Vanguard, but the first
attempt to launch Vanguard was a spectacular failure. Eventually, with the help of German
scientist Werner von Braun, the Explorer satellite was fired into space on top of a military
Redstone missile.
In 1959, Khrushchev became the first Soviet leader to visit the United States. While he
and Eisenhower spent part of the visit discussing ways to slow the arms race, Khrushchev's
visit is best remembered for his ideological sparring with then-U.S. Vice President Richard
Nixon.

Station C – Sputnik Your Task
1. Read the background information on Sputnik.
2. Read the Soviet Press Release about the Satellite
Sputnik and look at the picture. Then answer the
following questions:
A.How do you think Americans react to this new technology?
B.What might be some concerns of President Eisenhower
about this satellite?
C.The launch of Sputnik is considered the beginning of the
“Space Race,” and corresponded with improved funding for
US math and science classes. Do you think Americans
today would have the same reaction to new technology?

"Announcement of the First Satellite," from Pravada, October 5, 1957, F.J. Krieger, Behind the

Sputniks (Washington, DC: Public Affairs Press, 1958), pp. 311-12.
Source: Historical Reference Collection, NASA History Division, NASA Headquarters, Washington, D.C.
On 4 October 1957 the Soviet Union launched the first earth orbiting satellite to support the scientific research effort undertaken by
several nations during the 1957-1958 International Geophysical Year. The Soviets called the satellite "Sputnik" or "fellow
traveler" and reported the achievement in a tersely worded press release issued by the official news agency, Tass, printed in the
October 5, 1957, issue of Pravda. The United States had also been working on a scientific satellite program, Project Vanguard,
but it had not yet launched a satellite.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------[311] For several years scientific research and experimental design work have been conducted in the Soviet Union on the creation of
artificial satellites of the earth.
As already reported in the press, the first launching of the satellites in the USSR were planned for realization in accordance with the
scientific research program of the International Geophysical Year.
As a result of very intensive work by scientific research institutes and design bureaus the first artificial satellite in the world has been
created. On October 4, 1957, this first satellite was successfully launched in the USSR. According to preliminary data, the
carrier rocket has imparted to the satellite the required orbital velocity of about 8000 meters per second. At the present time the
satellite is describing elliptical trajectories around the earth, and its flight can be observed in the rays of the rising and setting
sun with the aid of very simple optical instruments (binoculars, telescopes, etc.).
According to calculations which now are being supplemented by direct observations, the satellite will travel at altitudes up to 900
kilometers above the surface of the earth; the time for a complete revolution of the satellite will be one hour and thirty-five
minutes; the angle of inclination of its orbit to the equatorial plane is 65 degrees. On October 5 the satellite will pass over the
Moscow area twice--at 1:46 a.m. and at 6:42 a.m. Moscow time. Reports about the subsequent movement of the first artificial
satellite launched in the USSR on October 4 will be issued regularly by broadcasting stations.
The satellite has a spherical shape 58 centimeters in diameter and weighs 83.6 kilograms. It is equipped with two radio transmitters
continuously emitting signals at frequencies of 20.005 and 40.002 megacycles per second (wave lengths of about 15 and 7.5
meters, respectively). The power of the transmitters ensures reliable reception of the signals by a broad range of radio
amateurs. The signals have the form of telegraph pulses of about 0.3 second's duration with a [312] pause of the same duration.
The signal of one frequency is sent during the pause in the signal of the other frequency.
Scientific stations located at various points in the Soviet Union are tracking the satellite and determining the elements of its trajectory.
Since the density of the rarified upper layers of the atmosphere is not accurately known, there are no data at present for the
precise determination of the satellite's lifetime and of the point of its entry into the dense layers of the atmosphere. Calculations
have shown that owing to the tremendous velocity of the satellite, at the end of its existence it will burn up on reaching the
dense layers of the atmosphere at an altitude of several tens of kilometers.
As early as the end of the nineteenth century the possibility of realizing cosmic flights by means of rockets was first scientifically
substantiated in Russia by the works of the outstanding Russian scientist K[onstatin] E. Tsiolkovskii [Tsiolkovskiy].
The successful launching of the first man-made earth satellite makes a most important contribution to the treasure-house of world
science and culture. The scientific experiment accomplished at such a great height is of tremendous importance for learning the
properties of cosmic space and for studying the earth as a planet of our solar system.
During the International Geophysical Year the Soviet Union proposes launching several more artificial earth satellites. These
subsequent satellites will be larger and heavier and they will be used to carry out programs of scientific research.
Artificial earth satellites will pave the way to interplanetary travel and, apparently our contemporaries will witness how the freed and
conscientious labor of the people of the new socialist society makes the most daring dreams of mankind a reality.

Station D: U-2 Spy Plane
President Eisenhower was concerned about how big the "missile gap"
was between the United States and Soviet Union. U.S. reconnaissance
planes, designated U-2s, secretly flew over the U.S.S.R., looking for
evidence of missiles. On one such mission, a U-2 was shot down by the
Soviet military.
Despite public U.S. denials, the Soviets presented as evidence the
plane's wreckage -- as well as its pilot, Francis Gary Powers, who had
survived the shoot-down. The U-2 incident undermined a Paris summit
several weeks later between Khrushchev and Eisenhower. Powers was
sentenced to prison but was later exchanged for a Soviet spy.
Khrushchev feared the American U-2 flights had exposed his claims of
missile superiority as a bluff. At the Baikonur Cosmodrome, engineers under
the command of Marshal Nedelin were ordered to create a new missile.
During the rush to production, a fire erupted -- killing nearly 200 people.
While the Soviets were behind in the missile race, they still had one card to
play: Yuri Gagarin. On April 12, 1961, Gagarin achieved international
acclaim when he became the first human to be launched into space.

