
Greetings Easterly Parkway families, 
 
I am writing to inform you that retired Assistant Superintendent Mr. Michael Hardy and retired Principal 
Mrs. Linda Colangelo will be recommended to the Board of School Directors as the interim principals at 
Easterly Parkway Elementary School. Their proposed start date will be on Monday, Jan. 22, 2018. To 
ensure they have a smooth transition, they will both spend time with Mr. Maclay prior to his final day as 
principal on Friday, Jan. 19. 
 
Mr. Hardy served as the assistant superintendent for the school district from 2007 to 2016, and has many 
years of experience as a principal in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Colangelo is a long-time educator in State 
College and has worked as a teacher and principal in the district at Matternville, Ferguson Township, and 
most recently Gray’s Wood Elementary School. Both have an impeccable reputation in the district and are 
well known by many of the Easterly Parkway staff, and will bring a strong skill set and listening ear to the 
Easterly Parkway community.  
 
Mr. Hardy and Mrs. Colangelo were introduced to the Easterly Parkway faculty after school today. On 
Monday, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education Vernon Bock will visit each classroom to 
speak about Mr. Maclay’s upcoming departure, as well as introduce Mr. Hardy and Mrs. Colangelo as the 
interim principals. If you would like to meet Mr. Hardy and Mrs. Colangelo, they will attend the next 
scheduled PTO meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 6:30 p.m.  
 
While we are sad to see Mr. Maclay go and greatly appreciate his service to the district, we will begin the 
search for the new Easterly Parkway principal next week. The vacancy will be advertised locally, 
throughout Pennsylvania, and nationally. Our selection process is consistent with other principal search 
processes and will include the following steps: 
 

● Level One: Our director of human resources, assistant superintendent for elementary education, 
and I will begin to screen the applicants this month. This will include paper screening and 
telephone interviews of candidates. Our goal will be to forward multiple highly qualified 
candidates to the stakeholder committee for the next level of the interview process.  

● Level Two: This step will bring stakeholder committee interviews conducted by several Easterly 
Parkway faculty and staff, including parent representation and a representative from our Board of 
Directors. We are hopeful that the interview committee will identify at least three qualified 
candidates to move forward to the reference/background review stage. 

● Level Three: This stage will involve outreach to the candidates’ current and prior supervisors, 
faculty and support staff from their schools, and parents and representatives from their 
communities for references/background review.. The district administration will carry out this 
sensitive and confidential reference check process. 

● Level Four: The district level administration will interview the remaining candidates. The 
interview team will consist of our director of human resources, assistant superintendent for 
elementary education, assistant superintendent for secondary education, director of curriculum for 
elementary education, director of curriculum for secondary education, finance and operations 
officer, and me. 



 
Our goal is to have a finalist meet with our Board of Directors in late February or early March of 2018. 
Board approval will be the final step in the selection process. 
 
We recognize the unique qualities of Easterly Parkway and will keep these in mind as we carry out our 
comprehensive search. I am grateful for your continued involvement and support of your school and we 
will be seeking your feedback as we begin to look for the next principal. Our team will continue the 
search until we find the best candidate for the Easterly Parkway community.  If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact Mr. Bock (vjb12@scasd.org) or me. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bob O’Donnell 
 
Superintendent of Schools 
State College Area School District 
240 Villa Crest Drive 
State College, PA 16801 
(814) 231-1016 
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