
Getting Ready for  
4th Grade Common Core 

4th Grade ELA Practice 



Reading Log   Student’s Name:__________________ 
 Date Book Title & Author My Rating   Parent’s Signature 

Date Book Title & Author My Rating   Parent’s Signature 



Reading Log   Student’s Name:__________________ 
 Date Book Title & Author My Rating   Parent’s Signature 

Date Book Title & Author My Rating   Parent’s Signature 



Vocabulary Word Work:   
Choose 5 words that you 
found while reading your 
summer reading books that 
were not very familiar to 
you. 
 

Write the words along with the page that you 
found them here: 
 
1._______________________on page _____ 
 
2._______________________on page _____ 
 
3._______________________on page _____ 
 
4._______________________on page _____ 
 
5._______________________on page _____ 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Define your words here: 

 

Book Title: 
 

Author:    



Choose 1 book that you enjoyed this summer and complete the chart below: 

  
Main  Character’s  

Strengths 

  
Main  Character’s  

Weakness 

  
Main  Character’s  

Challenges 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  

 
Things I wonder about 

with the main character. 

Book title:______________________________ Author:___________________ 
 

Main Character’s Name:_____________________________________ 
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Summarize the climax (the part of the story with the most action, tension, or drama) of your 
favorite summer reading.  Why did you choose this climax to write about? 

Book title:_________________________________  
 
Author:____________________________________ 
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Recall elements and details from the story: Create a sequence map of the major events from your 
book/story in a B,M E format.  You may want to plan out your work on a separate piece of paper before 

completing the graphic organizer below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What would happen if the story ended differently?  How would that change the characters in the story? 

Beginning 

 
 

Middle 
 

End 

 
 



Is there a lesson that the main character learns?  Elaborate by explaining 
what it is and why it is important to the story. 



Read the following article about grizzly bears, then answer the question on the next page. 
 

Powerful Grizzlies 
 
  The grizzly bear is a North American subspecies of the brown bear.  These  
  breathtaking animals tend to be solitary, with the exception of females and  
  their cubs.  Nevertheless, they do occasionally mingle with one another.  Grizzly 
  bears can sometimes be seen together around Alaskan fishing spots when the 
  salmon run upstream for summer spawning. During this time, dozens of bears 
  may gather to prey on the fish, which will sustain them through the long winter 
  ahead when the bears will hibernate. 
  Prior to hibernating, the bears will dig dens for the winter ahead, often building 
  it in a hillside. Females typically give birth during the winter time. 
 
Grizzly bears are dominant predators, but, believe it or not, much of their diet consists of nuts, berries, 
fruit, and even leaves. Bears will also feast on animals too; from as small as rodents to as large as a 
moose! 
 
Despite their large size, grizzly bears are reasonably fast.  Some have even been clocked at 30 miles an 
hour! Most of the time, grizzlies are not harmful towards people, but they can, given the right situation, 
be dangerous to humans.  This usually happens if they get surprised or if someone happens comes 
between a mother and her cubs which can pose a danger. 
 
At one time, grizzlies lived in much of western North America and even could be found in and around the 
Great Plains. Unfortunately, European settlement gradually eliminated the bears from much of this area.  
As a result, only about 1,000 grizzlies remain in the continental U.S., where they are protected by state 
laws. In addition, many grizzlies still roam the areas of Canada and Alaska, where hunters track them 
down and hunt them as big game trophies. 

 



According to the article, grizzly bears can be a threat to humans. What are some reasons 
that a grizzly bear can be dangerous towards people ?  Use two details from the article to 
support your answer.  



Read the following poem, then answer the question on the next page. 
 

Spooky Trees 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gazing out my window on a brisk late autumn night 
I see a tree that spooks me; its limbs reaching out for warmth. 
Birds flock for a place to stay 
They use the arms that seem to tremble and shake in the breeze. 
 
The silhouette spooks me and makes me want to hide 
While all the while, the moon taunts me as it slides by. 
Spooky trees are not for the faint of heart 
They test you and mock you, oh those spooky trees! 
  
 
 
 
 



How does the setting of the poem effect it’s mood?  Use two details from the poem to 
support your answer.  


