
 

Mount Nittany Elementary School 
PTO Meeting 

September 19, 2013 
 

Minutes (approved 10/10/12) 
 

A. Call to Order – 6:48PM 

Introductions of attendees 
 

 
B. Presidents’ Remarks – Rachelle Coffey and Tracy Binkley 

Past year was amazing with great hopes for the upcoming year. We are 

starting off on a really good foot, with the desire to add a playground.  

 

C. Principal’s Remarks – Mrs. Latta 

Wonderful start to the new year. Attendance was down a bit for back to 

school night. School wide positive behavior support is taking off and is very 

exciting. Field trips already started. Picture day was this past Monday.  

 

D. Reading and Approval of Minutes – Rachelle Coffey 

Motion to approve – Mindy Sabol. Second – Jen Banfield. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

E. Reading and Approval of Treasurer’s Report – Beth Adams 

2 sets of reports; one closing out last year’s financials and one starting fresh 

this year. Starting budget with $11,000. (over $5,000 last year – which was 

scarce.)  The Great American fundraiser was twice last year – which raised 

almost $10,000. Marianna’s hoagies raised $1,900. Vera Bradley bingo 

raised $2,400. Box Tops, Giant A+, and Target raised  $2,800. Monies raised 

funded field trips, classroom funding, 2 teacher appreciation gifts, Little 

Buffalo field trip. The 5th grade party was self-funded last year. This year 

started off well. $500 spirit wear expense has already been paid out for 



spirit wear for the incoming kindergartens and new students. Additional 

product was purchased to show/sell during back to school nights.  

Motion to approve – Mindy Sabol. Second – Caren Steidel . The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

F. Funding Requests 

1 request  for exploration fair will be presented. Feb 24th – as a possible 

date.  

1) Kindergarten – Way  Fruit Farm $258.00 – tour of orchard and apple life 

cycle. 43 total students will benefit. $6.00/student.  

Motion to approve – Caren Steidle. Second – Lisa Edwards. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

2) Kindergarten - Frog and Toad at State Theater in November $406.00 – 

admission and transportation. 43 students will benefit. $9.44 / student. 

Motion to approve – Elaine Sanders. Second - Caren Steidle. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

3) First and Second Grade - Frog and Toad at State Theater in November 

Approximately $1280 total. $980.00  for admission + $300 for 

transportation.  Travel includes handicap bus.  

Motion to approve – Caren Steidel. Second – Holly Kononchuck. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

G. Teacher Stipends 

 Last year – the PTO provided one stipend in fall and one in the spring. Each 

fulltime teachers received $50.00 each time. Smaller departments – received 

$50.00 for the entire department. Our annual fundraiser will start before 

our next meeting, Oct 8th – 21st, therefore, we may not know how much has 

been raised for a few months. 

Motion – $50 to be paid now and $50 to be paid later. The second payment 

can be made earlier than last year (as soon as we have a better idea of what 

fundraiser money has come in). To be discussed at next meeting.  

 

H. Letters of Communication – Rachelle passed around cards.  



 

I. Committee Reports 

A. Author Visit – Dustin Brackbill – Robin Moore (native) wrote Bread 
Sister of Sinking Creek. This would cost roughly $1,000. This event 
would be for kindergarten – fifth grade. We would not have to pay 
extra cost, due to the author being local. We would host for one 
day – possibly have an assembly and workshops. We are now 
making contacts with a few other schools to see if we can 
coordinate events. This would possibly occur in mid winter before 
the rush of the spring. Last year, Dan Gutman was $500 for the 
schype session and dvd package.  

B. Barnes & Noble Book Fair – Elaine Sanders. Event will be held on 
November 9th. Elaine will be meeting with Barnes and Nobles next 
week to look at contract, etc. It will be fun to get friends together. 
There is an additional fundraising opportunity that can be added 
to the event day;  4 weeks out people can start looking at the 
Barnes and Noble web site, there will then be a 4-day window to 
make online purchases that will benefit the school. It is more than 
just book. It was also noted that the kids love when the 
teachers/guests get up to read the day of the event. The store sale 
will run from 9am – 9pm on November 9th (activities will probably 
be held from approximately 10am – 7pm). 

C. Box Tops for Education – Caren Bloom-Steidle – We raised 
approximately $1,800 last year. Some of our box tops were donated 
to Parkforest Elementary in order for them to fund a tee pea on 
their playground, in memory of Mack Brady, a PFE student that 
passed away during the school year.  We contacted PFE again, 
because we still have over 1,000 box tops left. They indicated that 
they have reached their fundraising goal. A discussion was had 
about whether we should donate them anyway.  
Motion was made to keep the box tops. Approved by Lisa Klinke. 
Second – Holly Kononchuck. The motion passed unanimously. 
It was also noted that it would be nice if we could do more to give 
back to the community. All agreed. Caren asked if  someone 
wanted to take box tops over? There will be submission deadlines 
on November 1st and on March 31st. There will possibly be a big 
collection in January. Caren asked if we should continue to use 
collection sheets, in which many responded, “yes”. Caren also 
thought that perhaps a class could take over the counting. This 
would probably have to be an older class, because they have to be 
able to look at the expiration dates to see which ones are valid.  
Rachelle discussed a monthly collection idea: one month box tops, 
one month terra cycle, one month labels for education.  

D. Exploration Fair – Jamie Cunningham.  February 24th. Snow day 
February 25th  

E. Family Fun Nights – Elaine Sanders. Looking at pros and cons of 
discovery space. Happy Valley Mini golf could be another idea. A 
suggestion was made for another movie night.   



F. 5th Grade Party – Cori Agostinelli Kalupson. No report 
G. Giant A+ for Education – Kathryn Bainbridge. No report  
H. Great American – Mindy Sabol is looking for volunteers to help 

with the event. Monkeys will be given to the children this year as 
incentives. On Oct 7th – there will be a 2:00PM schoolwide kickoff. 
The sale is for two week from Oct 7th - Oct 21st . The pick up day 
for all orders will be a day close to Thanksgiving.  

I. Helping Hands – Tracy Binkley . Last year a tree was made and 
teachers request were added to the tree.  Items included things like 
tissues, markers, etc. Parents could then “pick items off the tree” 
to donate. It was suggested that an email that was sent to parents 
- giving them teachers gifts ideas were very helpful. The PTO will 
ask for a list again from the teachers at the first staff meeting. We 
will try to find a way so that the teachers are not feeling ackward.  

J. Hospitality – The teachers loved the luncheon last year! Mindy 
would like $250 this year for a taco truck. She will need a $1000 
budget to operate. It was suggested that parents have requested to 
do pot luck type themes. The holiday party can also be potluck. 
Mindy indicated that we had a hard time getting people to sign up 
last year.  Someone asked if  a parent can donate money rather 
than donating a dish. The response was, “yes”.  

K. Ice Cream Social – Jennifer Banfield. Last year, the parents really 
liked that this was a free event. The PTO incurred $300 in 
expenses, but this may be up to $700, because we are realizing 
that we were never billed for the ice cream.  

L. Labels for Education – Kirsten Leitzinger. No report 
M. Marianna Hoagie Sale – Beth Adams will chair. Same as last year – 

October 31st delivery to the school.  
N. Scholastic Book Fair – Tracy Thomas, Cheri Jehu, Caren Bloom-

Steidle. There will be two fairs; one in the fall and one in the 
spring. The Fall fair will run during the fall conferences. The 
evening of October 16th, October 17th - October 18th.  We need to 
do the fall fair in order to have a  “buy one get one free” in the 
spring. People like the classroom donation baskets in order to “gift” 
books to their children’s classrooms. Someone asked if the 
monthly scholastic flyer was confusing. It was clarified that 
through scholastic order teachers get points for the classrooms.  

O. Spirit wear – Marcie Rockey and Amber Hartzler – We are still 
collecting orders through September 27th.  All new students and 
kindergartners already received shirts as a gift from the PTO.  

P. Yearbook – Jennifer McCann – There will be a link to be able to 
download pictures.  
 

 
J. New Business 

A. Request for staff meeting dates so that representatives from the PTO can 

attend. 



B. Playground equipment - Playground – The school district has already 

budgeted some money to the playground, which includes labor. 

Philosophy – we can fund smaller things and then buy equipment 

piece by piece. A catalog of equipment was passed around. 

Discounted pricing is available for schools. The school district may 

provide some funds. Next steps – developing a plan. Mr. Poprik came 

and looked at our existing sets. He is deciding what has to go, what 

can be reused and what new is needed. By Spring – we may have 

some new pieces. By next summer, playground could possibly be 

complete.  

There was a budget last year and we ended up with $7,000 more than we 

started. We need for Mr. Poprik to give us a true estimate for the budget 

– Mrs. Latta suggested that we will probably have this estimate within 

the next few weeks.  

Mrs. Latta indicated that the decisions was made to “live in the space” to 

see what we needed for the kids. We have now done that so we have a 

much better idea of what will work.  

 

K. Unfinished Business 

Childcare has been provided at back to school nights in the past. Can we 

think about it for next year? Dr. Bidello did it in the past with a video in the 

gym, while parents met with the teachers.  

  

L. Announcements 

A. Next Meeting – October 10, 2013 in Amber Hartzler’s room, 102. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – motion by Caren Steidle. Second - Jen Banfield.  

 

Adjourned at 8:07PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Susan McWhirter 


