
Statement of Purpose 
 
The State College Area School District believes that the education of youth is a shared task 
involving parents, community groups, the schools, and the students themselves.  As a primary 
member of that education team, the district serves both directly in the instruction and guidance 
of its students and indirectly in assisting and supporting the efforts of the other members of the 
team. 
  
In fulfilling its responsibility, the district asserts an uncompromising commitment to educational 
excellence that will be reflected in the content, materials, activities, and methods employed in 
the classroom, in the fair and equitable treatment of all individuals within the school system, and 
in the maintenance of a flexible and responsive school system organization.  
  
Excellence cannot be attained unless the ideals of equality and human dignity are honored and 
promoted. Thus, the quest for educational excellence will be complemented by a corresponding 
commitment to the fundamental principles of our democratic society.  Finally, in carrying out 
these functions, the district will seek to develop effective partnerships with parents, citizens, and 
the community, businesses, vocational training institutions, and the university to enrich the total 
education of its students. 
 
 
2014-2017 Strategic Plan  
 
At the State College Area School District, we exhibit a passion for empowering every student — 
every day — with individualized opportunities for growth and success in a connected world. Our 
central mission is to prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education. Our 
goals are clear: 
 • Significant academic and personal growth for every student  
• College- and career-ready graduates  
• Achievement in arts, sports, clubs, and activities • Safe and supported learners  
• Demonstrated commitment to self, community,and global citizenship  
 
Vital Signs of Student Progress  
A. Student perseverance, determination, and passion for learning  
B. Student critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving  
C. Student “voice” and reflectiveness  
D. Closing the “achievement gap” and enhancing growth for all students  
E. Successful transitions (across learning experiences and environments, including 
grade-to-grade, levels, newness to school/ district, post secondary, etc.) 
 
Our School District  
 



Situated in the heart of Pennsylvania, the State College Area School District is a reflection of the 
thriving, dynamic community it serves. The district draws its students from a 150-mile 
attendance area, Centre County’s Centre Region, encompassing the Borough of State College 
and the surrounding townships of College, Ferguson, Halfmoon, Harris and Patton. 
 
As of May 1, 2016, the district had a total enrollment of 6,787 students. The district operates 
nine elementary schools (seven K-5; Lemont and Houserville sister schools split K-2 and 3-5, 
respectively); two middle schools (6-8); and one high school (9-12). High school students (9-12) 
may also attend the Delta Program, an alternative, democratic school, which allows for a greater 
variety of choices offered to the student, for all or part of their yearly instructional program. For 
the second year, Delta offered the Delta Middle Level for grades 5 to 8 with 83 students. 
Vocational programs are available to students at the high school through the Career and 
Technical Center Program. It includes an array of school-to-career training programs combining 
academic and technical skill preparation with work-based learning experiences. Throughout our 
district, instruction is provided at a teacher to student ratio that is developmentally appropriate to 
the needs of students and based on the nature of the course(s). Current class size averages for 
K-5 are 21; Grades 6-8 are 23; and the high school varies due to the breadth of our core and 
elective courses offerings. 
 
Quick Facts 

● 9 elementary schools 
● 3 middle schools (including alternative Delta Middle Level) 
● 1 high school including alternative Delta Program 
● 4 charter schools funded by district 
● 2,927 elementary students 
● 1,577 middle school students  
● 2,283 high school students (including Delta Program) 
● 132 Delta Program students 9-12 
● 1,809 employees  
● 626 teachers 
● $137,552,316 budget 
● 10 National Merit finalists 

 
Guiding Principles: 

● Culture of trust, relationships and collaboration 
● Responsive teaching and learning 
● High expectations for all 
● Welcoming and safe climate for learning and work 


