
State High Project 
 
During the fall of 2015, the State High Project team of Crabtree Rohrbaugh and Associates, 
Massaro Construction Management Services and the district Physical Plant department refined 
building designs for the north and south sides of the new campus. 
 
On Nov. 30, 2015, the State College Area School District Board of Directors approved the 
lowest base bids and bid alternates for construction. These amounted to $117,023,100 in base 
bids and $3,479,100 in bid alternates. 
 
The board rejected $15,066,700 in bid alternates. 
 
With soft costs and $3,935,393 in secured state grants factored in, the district’s total cost came 
in at $137,249,182. Included in the total were the expenses for site preparation and the 
construction of a loop road from O’Bryan Lane to Westerly Parkway done before the bid 
awarding. 
 
Site grading, utility installation and foundation and masonry work for the four main classroom 
units began in January 2016 and continued throughout the spring. The project remained on 
schedule to be completed in the summer of 2019. 
 
Elementary school projects 
 
In the spring of 2016, the district began a facilities master plan review focused on elementary 
schools, specifically updates to the aging Corl Street, Houserville and Radio Park buildings to 
equalize facilities for student learning. 
 
By doing so, the previous calendar for updating the 2014 District-wide Facilities Master Plan 
was accelerated by several months. The district wished to take advantage of significant state 
funding that would save money for local taxpayers, and needed to meet application deadlines of 
April 1 for state Department of Community and Economic Development grants and May 15 for 
PlanCon reimbursement before that program’s moratorium on new projects took effect. About 
$6 million between the two opportunities was at stake.  
 
The district identified Houserville and Radio Park for the DCED grants, which reimburse school 
projects by 10 percent up to $2 million, because their renovations or new construction were 
projected to cost the most of potential elementary projects and thus would receive the most 
financial benefit. 
 
Led by the firms of Crabtree Rohrbaugh & Associates and Massaro Construction Management 
Services, the facilities master plan review explored eight options for renovations and/or new 
construction. All of the options included closing Lemont Elementary and merging with its sister 
school, Houserville, a plan since 1999. As part of the review, the district held four forums in May 



and June for public feedback and commissioned a demographic analysis of attendance areas to 
help assess the options. The review continued into the summer toward a November 2016 final 
decision. 
 
Panorama Village Administrative Center 
 
In March, the district awarded about $1.4 million in construction bids to finish the final 
renovations for converting the former Panorama Village Elementary School into the Panorama 
Village Administrative Center. 
 
Work continued during the spring in preparation of moving district administrative and support 
offices from the Nittany Avenue Building at 131 W. Nittany Ave. in State College. The final 
transition was expected to happen in the fall. 
 
Memorial Field renovations 
 
In support of future renovations for Memorial Field, the SCASD Board of Directors on Nov. 9 
approved a resolution stating its intention to dispose of the Nittany Avenue Building at 131 W. 
Nittany Ave. 
 
The building, a former schoolhouse built in 1924, became the district’s administrative center in 
1965. Earlier in the fall, the Board received a structural analysis of the building that revealed 
substantial accessibility problems and indicated that renovating it for instructional purposes or 
needed locker rooms would be prohibitively expensive. Moreover, in 2010, the district’s 
Community Advisory Committee for Facilities had recommended the building’s removal. 
 
According to the resolution, the footprint of the building would impinge on renovations of 
bleachers and other facilities on the stadium’s east side. The resolution further stated the 
building would be offered to the Borough of State College for reuse, provided that the structure 
was relocated. 
 
In the spring of 2016, the borough declined to take ownership. 
 
After the district issued a Request for Proposal for Phase 2 of the field’s renovations in 2015, 
the architectural firm of Weber Murphy Fox was hired on May 23, 2016. Subsequently, Weber 
Murphy Fox’s design team reviewed conditions at the field and talked with administrators, 
coaches, parents and other stakeholders for input in order to prepare design concepts for Board 
consideration in the fall of 2016. The design team explored choices for updated locker rooms, 
restrooms, concessions, bleachers and spectator plazas and concourses. 
 


