
[REVENUE/EXPENSES PIE CHARTS HERE] 
 
Public education is one of the key investments a community makes in itself. State College 
taxpayers expect and receive good value for their dollars spent on education. The State College 
Area School District accepts the challenge of preparing an annual budget that reflects the 
community’s historic commitment to educational excellence along with its concern for fiscal 
responsibility. The district is committed to using its resources wisely and to delivering quality 
educational programs. 
 
During the 2015-16 school year, the district provided schooling for 6,787 students at a total cost 
of over $140 million. Instructional costs, including staff salaries and materials such as textbooks, 
library books and supplies, accounted for the largest part of expenses. The majority of facility 
construction and improvement costs are paid for from the district’s capital fund. In 2015-16, the 
school district was third largest employer in Centre County, providing more than 1,600 full-time 
and part-time jobs. 
 
Because of its relative wealth, the local community historically has supplied the bulk of the 
district’s financial support. In 2015-16, local revenue mostly from real estate taxes supplied 82 
percent of the district’s funds, with 17 percent from the state and 1 percent from the federal 
government. 
 
For the year, the real estate tax rate was 41.6740 mills, with an increase of $156 for the average 
residential taxpayer. The rate increased 5.49 percent from 2014-15, but 3.59 percent went to 
payments for debt approved through the 2014 referendum for the State High Project. The 
district received approval from the PA Department of Education for an exception to go above its 
1.9 percent Act 1 Index limit. Overall, the district has the lowest real estate tax in the county. 
 
In its debut, the district’s Supplemental Property Tax Rebate Program issued 206 rebates for a 
total of $61,778, with an average of $300. The maximum per household is $650. Of the 2015-16 
rebates: 

● 144 were for $250 
● 31 were for $500 
● 26 were issued to property owners with assessed values of more than $71,300 
● 70 were issued to property owners with assessed values between $40,000 and $54,999 

For the 2016-17 year, $100,000 was allocated to the program. 
 
Under the provisions of the Taxpayer Relief Act (Act 1 of 2006) and the Homestead Property 
Exclusion Program Act, approximately $109 in property tax relief went to each approved 
homestead and farmstead in the district. 
 
Additional district business and finance information is available on the district’s website at 
www.scasd.org; click on Our District. 

http://www.scasd.org/

