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July 8, 2013 Regular Board Meeting 
7:00 pm – Board Room 
131 W. Nittany Avenue 
State College, PA  16801 
 
I.       CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Penni Fishbaine, board president, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Ms. Fishbaine announced the 
Board had an Executive Session prior to this meeting, July 8, on personnel. She asked board members for 
any changes to the agenda, and noted that Action Item V-B would be pulled and put on a future agenda due 
to paperwork not complete.  There were no other changes.    
 
A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion and/or action is included with the official 
minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Board members present: Amber Concepcion, Penni Fishbaine, David Hutchinson, Jim Leous, Ann McGlaughlin, 
Jim Pawelczyk, Gowen Roper, Dorothea Stahl, Laurel Zydney 
Board members absent:  
Board Secretary: Mary Jenn Dorman 
Solicitor: Scott Etter 
Superintendent: Robert O’Donnell 
District Personnel:  Sandy Emerich, Michael Hardy, Julie Miller, Peg Pennepacker, Jason Perrin,  
Ed Poprik, Wilda Stanfield, Donna Watson 
Guests:  Rebecca Mansagyi, Mike Morgan, Scott Thomas, Ken Walsh, Kelly Wilkins 
 
II.      COMMUNICATIONS 
Dr. O’Donnell recognized Sue Anderson, a social studies teacher at HS South, that was one of 32 teachers 
across the country selected to attend C-SPAN 2013 Educator Conference in Washington D.C.; and Lori 
McGarry, teacher at Park Forest Elementary, who was named the 2013 Pennsylvania History Teacher of the 
Year by the Gilder Lehman Institute of American History in New York City.  Park Forest Elementary was also 
named a Gilder Lehrman Affiliate School.  He congratulated both Ms. Anderson and Ms. McGarry. 
 
Dr. O’Donnell noted a Board Work Session has been schedule for next Monday, July 15, focusing on facilities.  
There will be an update on Memorial Field and the High School Project Planning relating to results from the 
SSRS survey. 
  
III.     PUBLIC COMMENT   
Ms. Fishbaine asked if any audience member wished to address the board and noted that each individual 
would be limited to comments of five (5) minutes as time permits for items on this agenda or related to Board 
business.  The following individual addressed the Board: 
-James Graef provided a presentation for the High School Project on the north side and incorporating 
Community Field.  He explained his concept provided green space, the tree line acted as a light blocking 
solution for the neighbors, and his plan fits with lots of room to expand.  Reviewed entrances, sports, 
academic classrooms, the central location, existing and additional parking, and provided a model to show his 
layout.  Board members thanked him for his presentation. 
 
IV.     ROUTINE APPROVALS 
A motion to approve the listing of Routine Approvals as presented. 
-Minutes June 17, 2013 Work Session and June 24, 2013 Regular Meeting  
-Accept Culture, Climate, and Learning Subcommittee Meeting Notes June 5, 2013 and June 25, 2013  
-Accept Communications Subcommittee Meeting Notes June 26, 2013  
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-School District Bills for June 2013: 
    2012-2013                         Total 
•General Fund:     $6,842,702.27                   $6,842,702.27 
 Checks 1006044 through 1006690 and V102375 through V102400 
•Food Service Fund:                     53,741.95                             53,741.95 
 Checks 60695 through 60798 
•Athletics Fund:                            28,001.90                                   28,001.90 
 Checks 46395 and 46413 
•Activities Fund:                           52,588.68                                   52,588.68 
 Checks 90349 through 90372 
•Purchasing Cards:                       104,453.34                                          104,453.34  
 May 2013: Checks 776, 6950, 411, 174 
Total All Funds                   $7,081,488.14        $7,081,488.14 
-Budget Amendment for FY2013-14 as follows: 

1. Houserville Elementary Library received a grant from American Association of University Women 
(AAUW) in the amount of $1,550. 
2. Lemont Elementary Library received a grant from American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
in the amount of $1,578. 
3. Community Education received a grant from Penn State Outreach for their Transitions Program in 
the amount of $4,134. 
4. Community Education received a grant from American Association of University Women (AAUW) in 
the amount of $1,000 to support their Student Support Fund. 

-Tuition Paying Student for the 2013-2014 School Year  
-Extend Audit Services with ParenteBeard LLC for year five, 2012-2013, for a fee not to exceed $36,000.  
-Approval of Curriculum Coordinator Job Description as presented at the June 24, 2013 Board meeting.  
-District Insurance Providers for the 2013-2014 school year  
-Human Resource Recommendations  (refer to attachment IV-J) 
 
Ms. Stahl moved and Ms. Concepcion seconded to approve the Routine Approvals.  Dr. Pawelczyk noted a  
typo on the Communication Subcommittee notes for the spelling of an attending board member’s last name.   
Board secretary noted the correction would be made.  All board members present voted aye on a roll call vote  
to approve the list of Routine Approvals. 
 
V.  ACT 93 and OTHER EMPLOYEE GROUP INCREASES  
A motion to approve Act 93 Agreements and increases for other employee groups as presented.  Ms. Stahl 
moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion.  A board member commented on the agreements 
and noted that all that is done by the different groups is appreciated.  With the motion and second above, 
and with all board members present, eight voted aye, one nay (Dr. Pawelczyk) on a roll call vote.  The 
motion passed with an 8 to 1 vote.  
 
VI. FAMILY PASS PROPOSAL to HOME ATHLETIC EVENTS 
Ms. Pennepacker explained that last year we added venues that we had not charged admittance for prior.  
This does not included football games.  Ms. Pennepacker provided a handout for board review on revenue 
from gate sales for the 2012-13 school year.  The passes will be advertised on the website and will be 
available by first day of practices for fall sports.  Board member noted the possibility of some little incentive 
with the passes and the fact that there are not always huge numbers of students at the athletic events.   
 
Dr. O’Donnell noted there are many, many other activities offered in this community for students, not only 
school functions.  This is a very diverse town with lots of opportunities to attend various events.  This item 
will be brought back on the July 22 agenda for action. 
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VII. DISTRICT GOAL CATEGORY: FACILITIES (High School Project) 
Process to Downselect Concepts, including Concept Evaluation Matrix  
Ms. Fishbaine reviewed that 6,750 surveys went out and 1,600 surveys were returned and what do we do 
with the survey information?  Dr. Pawelczyk, Ms. Fishbaine and Ms. Concepcion will review the down-select 
process and questions can be asked as we go along.  It is important for board members to understand the 
process and will be asked to endorse the process prior to the survey results. 
 
Dr. Pawelczyk explained that the goal was to provide a tool to evaluate the concepts with a common 
approach and how to score.  The design team gave ten criteria, how to do the weighting, and cost.  Dr. 
Pawelczyk reviewed the evaluation criteria, the categories the criteria broke into, and the groups involved 
with getting the criteria (55 in all) that included the CEAT (Community Engagement Action Team) and district 
CACs (Community Advisory Committees), approximately 130 members total.   He reviewed the scoring 
mechanics and the viable concept, which coincides with Question #6 on the survey.  If there is greater than 
50% support it stays on the table and those that do not make 50% come off the table.  Board members will 
receive a spreadsheet that will do the calculation for you. 
 
Ms. Concepcion spoke on the survey.  The results are due to come to us next week at the work session and 
expect to have very reliable data.  The community will be the gatekeeper of which concepts go forward.  She 
spoke on the acceptable amount and reviewed the graph using survey results.  We need 51% of the people 
to support this and spoke on the budget cap for the project verses the budget cap for the referendum. 
 
Scott Thomas (CEAT co-chair) referred to the survey done in 2009 that was voluntary, on the Internet, and it 
may or may not mean something today.   This survey was done demographically, a totally different process, 
to represent the community. 
 
Board members discussed:  the first part of the downselect is to show which concepts the community 
supports, the timeline, the survey results scheduled for July 15, the process through August 26 meeting is an 
aggressive calendar, Option E and DRI - going outside the growth boundary, and municipalities are talking 
about a majority vote versus a unanimous vote.  The board unanimously approved the survey, needed an 
outside firm and very comfortable using the results, 50% plus one person will pass the referendum, 
community is the gatekeeper, support the things that would work, make a decision and go forward, not first 
choice but something you can live with, not comfortable with one question for how much people want to 
spend, will want to know what they are getting, have to pass referendum to make things better for teachers 
and students at the high school, comfortable with process and wise to think through now, first downselect to 
three or four concepts, and concerns about the educational model because we have not seen it yet. 
 
Ms. Fishbaine explained it was recommended to have board members endorse the downselect process and 
asked if members felt comfortable moving this to action.  Dr. Pawelczyk moved and Ms. Stahl seconded to 
move this item to action.  All board members voted aye with a voice vote.  The motion passed. 
 
Ms. Concepcion moved and Ms. Stahl seconded to endorse this process for downselecting the concepts.  
Board discussed further:  the timeline being fine through August 8, not sure about timeframe after that, the 
second downselect and committing to one concept for September 9, we are behind and only ten months 
away from referendum, DRI process, land acquisition and support from host municipality.  With all board 
members present, eight voted aye, one nay (Ms. Zydney) on a roll call vote to endorse this process for 
downselecting the concepts.  The motion passed with an 8 to 1 vote. 
 
Dr. Etter left the meeting at 8:43 p.m. 
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Draft Communications Plan  
Mr. Leous noted that the Communications Subcommittee discussed various channels for what we want to 
communicate:  Emails to parents, doing outreach in neighborhoods and townships, and a fluid timeline for 
the Communications Plan to dove-tail with the process.  The people to be involved are board members, Dr. 
O’Donnell, Ms. Miller, Mr. DeShong, CEAT (Community Engagement Action Team), and staff in the district.  
There is a website dedicated to this and thanked all that contributed and worked on this. 
 
Board members discussed:  The poster being very informative but do not see any, it was very well done, 
could be placemats for restaurants, hung in break rooms and faculty lounges, approximately 4,000 flyers 
have been distributed, once the downselect happens it could look a little different, look at ten month process, 
a virtual tour being available, continue to do outreach and have conversations and meet people on their turf, 
Ed’s calendar and how it impacts the Communication Plan, be aggressive and get to civic groups, success is 
only if it is approved, not telling people how to vote but what we believe is best, educating the NEED, high 
school is inadequate, the WHY is it so important to get a new high school, the referendum question is 
confusing and the process is the law.   
 
Board members should send any further input/feedback to Mr. Leous and copy Ms. Fishbaine and Ms. 
Concepcion.  Community members, please send comments to the Board. 
 
VIII.  DISTRICT GOAL CATEGORY: FISCAL STEWARDSHIP 
Update: Recently Passed PA Budget  
Ms. Watson provided an update with the 2013-1014 State Budget Adoption.  The district is to receive additional 
revenue in the amount of $150,000 from the inclusion of the Accountability Block Grant.  The PlanCon 
Moratorium continues through June 30, 2014, there is no change for our district regarding charter schools or 
pensions, and House Bill 1141 was passed for supplements for which a district qualifies - our district is not 
expected to receive any of these dollars.  Our district budget will not be reopened to reflect the final state 
budget. 
 
Board members’ comments:  Thanks to Mr. Hutchinson for working on the Resolution regarding PlanCon 
reinstatement, very confused with them taking away process for districts taking care of their buildings, affects  
other districts more than ours, many get more than we do, and the unpredictability of it. 
 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA PLANNING  
Ms. Fishbaine noted there would be a Work Session, July 15, 6:15 p.m. in the Board Room for an update on 
Memorial Field and also we will have survey results.  The lead contacts from SSRS will be presenting the 
results. 
 
July 22 meeting - add Family Pass for Athletic Events for action. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Stahl moved and Ms. McGlaughlin seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All board members present voted 
aye with a voice vote.  The motion passed and Ms. Fishbaine adjourned the meeting at 9:14 p.m. to an 
Executive Session. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Mary Jenn Dorman 
Board Secretary 


