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Board Subcommittee for Communications Meeting                                                IV-A 
September 17, 2013 - Board Room, 10:30 a.m. 
131 W. Nittany Avenue 
State College, PA  16801 
 
I.   CALL TO ORDER 
Jim Leous called the Board Communications Subcommittee meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.  
 
Present:  Bob O’Donnell, Julie Miller, Wilda Stanfield, Ashley Loiacono, Penni Fishbaine, Jim 
Leous, Ann McGlaughlin, Amber Concepcion, Scott Thomas, Kelly Wilkins, Mike Paston (joined 
by phone) 
 
II.  HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS 
Mike Paston will be talking to the county election officials after the November election. Since 
independent voters don’t usually vote in the primary, we’ll need to reach out to them to educate them 
about this opportunity. 
 
Once we have the final plan, we will “go on the road” to promote the high school, reaching out to 
community groups. We need to be put together an outline of the plan and identify presenters from 
Community Engagement Action Team (CEAT), should we choose to do this. The plan should include 
details on: building cost, building design, the ballot referendum question, and educational model. 
 
We discussed the possibility of going out now to speak to groups, and then, reach out to them 
again later in the spring once more answers have been finalized. The CEAT members have been 
willing to provide links to groups/organizations and they might be willing to introduce a district 
speaker at their organization’s meeting. 
 
We need to address the educational model information as to differences between the 
Departmental model and Small Learning Communities. Include an explanation of what the 
educational program means related to student choice. Consider the labeling and definition to 
more clearly relate the meaning.  
 
The group discussed “High School Half-Hour” ongoing segments on WRSC radio and possibility 
of using as podcast. Ms. Miller will coordinate with various people in the high school for a potential 
list of speakers and topics. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS PLAN  
Committee discussed working backwards on the calendar from the referendum date for what 
decisions will have to be made and what needs to be done at certain times, separate by month 
working with Mike Paston about what will come up each month. Ms. Miller and Mr. DeShong will go 
over information from planning committee and develop talking points from that process.  Suggestions 
were made for the following: 

● Schedule a press conference 
● Do an exit poll in November to get a sense of where voters are in the process 
● Provide a handout to people 
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● Send postcard to registered voters after Nov. general election with information as follows: 
there is a referendum election in May, you are eligible to vote, even if you are an 
independent, where to go for more information 

● Get our events on WPSU’s community calendar 
● Make presentations at PTO Meetings - briefly now and again in the spring 

 
III.  CEAT PLANNING AND TIMELINE 
Have information ready for the September 24, 2013 CEAT meeting for the following: 

● Request information about groups they are involved in and group meeting times and 
contact person so we can arrange to get on their agendas 

● Ask members to invite a friend to the meeting 
● Agenda for CEAT Meeting to include: 

○ Here’s what’s happened since we last met 
○ Calendar and major decision milestones (from Monday 9/23 board meeting) 
○ Updated flyer 
○ Educational program 
○ Any feedback they’re getting 

Mr. Leous, Ms. Concepcion and Mr. Thomas will work on creating an agenda for the meeting. 
 
IV.   Centre Daily Times EDITORIAL BOARD MEETING OVERVIEW - 9-16-13 
The first article about the meeting appeared in the CDT on 9/17/13. 
 
V.  BRIEF REVIEW OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
Decided to provide a letter to alumni on the direction of the district and information on the 
referendum topic. Also discussed having key members of the Comprehensive Planning 
Committee be involved in future endeavors. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting of the Board Communications Subcommittee was adjourned at 12:28 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Julie Miller 
 


