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Meeting Notes Board Subcommittee for Communications  
October 25, 2013 - Board Room, 8:30 a.m.  
131 W. Nittany Avenue 
State College, PA  16801 
 
I.  CALL to ORDER and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE  
Jim Leous called the Meeting of the Subcommittee for Communications to order at 8:36 a.m. 
 
Present:  Amber Concepcion, Penni Fishbaine, Mie Hardy, Jim Leous, Ann McGlaughlin, Julie 
Miller, Bob O’Donnell, Mike Paston, Wilda Stanfield, Scott Thomas, Betsy Whitman, Kelly Wilkins, 
Laurel Zydney (arrived 9:00 a.m.) 
 
II. ELECTION DAY PLANNING 
The committee discussed sharing information with the voters who were present, thanking them for 
voting, and encouraging them to vote on May 20, 2014, to increase awareness and be present 
with positive energy.  The discussion from the last meeting grew into whether we then ask a few 
questions that would provide anecdotal information around the active voters by asking questions 
that could provide a checkpoint of awareness for this subset of voters. However, it would not be a 
true sample of the community.  This would not be a formal poll, and the group discussed what are 
we trying to accomplish and what do the results mean.  Attention should be paid to the wording 
regarding the high school project, and should not ask how people would vote; do not attempt to 
predict. 
 
There was discussion on the training for those going to the polls.  It will be held on Monday, 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the High School South Auditorium.  There will be flyers 
provided at the training for those spending time at the polls and they will be asked to keep to the 
message.  
 
The committee discussed questions to be asked: 

○ Do you know about the high school project? 
○ We are trying to reach everyone in the community, how can we best reach people? 
○ Do you know there’s a vote on the high school project? 

Also spoke on the approach to people, the need to focus on the High School Project, planning for 
upcoming communications, and Mike Paston’s plan.  It was decided not to do yard signs that 
could interfere with the current election, but buttons could be worn that stated, “State High the 
Next 50 Years Starts May 20, 2014.” 
 
III.   PROJECT COMMUNICATION PLAN 
A Project Communication Plan had been distributed and the plan reviewed. Committee members 
were asked to send any suggestions for other communications to Ms. Miller and Ms. Fishbaine.  
Members discussed direct mailing, in postcard form, to all district residents.  Ms. Concepcion will 
design a postcard and share it with the entire Board, and board leadership will make the final 
decision.  Committee members were asked to send notes and/or updates to Ms. Concepcion by 
noon on Sunday. 
 



	   2	  

IV. ADJOURNMENT   
The Board Subcommittee for Communications meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.  The 
Subcommittee will meet again on Tuesday, October 29, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. in the Board Room, 
131 W. Nittany Ave. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Julie Miller 
 
 
 


