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IV-C 
November 2, 2016 Board Facilities & Grounds Committee Meeting Notes 
11:30 a.m. -  Meeting Room A - Panorama Village Bldg. 
240 Villa Crest Drive 
State College, PA  16801 
 
I. Call to Order 
Ms. Fishbaine called the meeting of the Board Facilities and Grounds Committee to order at 
11:35 a.m.  She noted there would be a switch in order of agenda items and the first item to 
be discussed would be the DWFMP - Elementary Update. She turned the meeting over to Mr. 
Straub from Crabtree Rohrbaugh Associates (CRA). 
 
Present: Harrison Bink, Vern Bock, Randy Brown, Anna Childe, Amber Concepcion, Mary Jenn 
Dorman, Dan Duffy, Penni Fishbaine, Scott Fozard, Edward Gannon, Robert Lingenfelter, Bob 
O’Donnell, Ed Poprik, Chris Rosenblum, Jeff Straub, Mark Torretti, Laurel Zydney 
 
A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion is included with the official 
notes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
II. District-Wide Facilities Master Plan - Elementary Update  
Mr. Straub noted he would be attending a meeting with Mr. Harlow at the Borough Building. 
They are bumping things up from December.  With a slide presentation, he reviewed more 
detailed floor plans for the addition/renovation or new construction for elementary projects.  
He began with Radio Park (RP) and the addition/renovation scenario noting:  

Two front parking lots, keeping the bus garage same location, play areas behind the 
building, the community gardens, the building having 3 classrooms/grade, showed 
where the 4th classrooms would be added (future expansion), and staying away from 
the floodplain. 

The RP new scenario: 
The building is 15 ft back from the existing building, would need to take over the bus 
garage area due to the floodplain, provides more parking, play areas being at a lower 
level, can separate bus and parent drop off, building is right up against wooded area, 
and will be within 15 ft of the existing building.  

 
Houserville (HO) addition/renovation scenario: 

Reviewed the community gardens, play areas, where future expansion could be 
added, the location of Fogleman Fields and noted this would not disrupt the fields. 
Scholl Drive and where walkers cross, could be a challenge but would be part of the 
traffic study, and Committee member asked about a raised walkway that could be 
considered. 

The HO new scenario: 
It was noted there was more than enough room on this site, fields would not be 
disrupted, showed the loop road around the site, the existing building would be behind 
the new, one entrance point, parking would be in front, there would be no crossovers 
with playgrounds, the construction of the new building would be close to the old 
building, and there would be a temporary barrier between workers and students. 
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Corl Street (CS) addition/renovation scenario only: 

Mr. Straub noted they had a positive meeting with the Borough, could do more 
parking around back, need 54 more spaces, the red line showed the property 
boundaries and the dotted line was of the existing building, the playground is not 
touched by this at all, and the green area is currently used for storage. 
 

Committee members thanked Mr. Straub for these updates and noted they were very 
thorough.  Member of the Weber Murphy Fox firm noted a suggestion as public comment: the 
District could do multiple heights and have more room on the site.  
 
III. Memorial Field Proposal  
Members of the Weber Murphy Fox firm were present for the proposal review:  Anna Childe, 
Harrison Bink, Ed Gannon, Robert Lingenfelter and Mark Torretti.  Mr. Poprik explained the 
committee would be looking at three options: A - Maintains Nittany Avenue Building, B - 
Raises Nittany Avenue Building, and C - Builds new building in the parking lot area.  He 
turned things over to Ms. Childe to do the presentation. 
 
Ms. Childe noted they maintained some criteria in preparing renovation vs. new for the 
Memorial Field Site.  The stadium would hold 3,000 bleacher seats, all scenarios contain 
locker rooms, public restrooms and concessions.  They looked at site access for an ambulance 
and all access for every level but the press box.  An elevator is not needed for the size of this 
project and a person in a wheelchair could not get to the press box.  The connection is above 
the field level.  In A - they are keeping the building, locker rooms in the basement, entry level 
at ticket booth and widened for larger plaza, another public entrance at the North end, a 
sense of an open basement below the plaza, an elevator is within the building and this level is 
six feet above the field level.  There would be no flooding in the locker rooms, they will 
capture prime standing spots and use the site differently.  All restrooms are in the Nittany 
Avenue building, there is no other structure, on one side for all attending, better circulation 
internally, spoke on curb appeal and gate to define entrance.  There is a bleacher alternate to 
add 500 more seats to take the total to 3,500 seats. 
 
Option B does not have Nittany Avenue Building.  There is a ramp down the left side, no 
ramp at existing spot but at the North side of the field, stairs and ramp at Nittany Avenue 
lead up to the plaza level building of Nittany Avenue, concessions on Nittany side, all is 
accessible from the concourse, bleachers are more symmetrical and more middle of field, and 
the add alternate for 500 seats is at the end of the field.  B has 3,100 seats and the bid 
alternate bleachers are not a part of A Oprion, B Option or C Option bid, only a bid alternate. 
 
Option C shows the Press Box on the 50 yard line and a one story building behind the press 
box.  This Option has a larger plaza, different seating with picnic tables, and there is more 
distance to the building.  The curb appeal to this is the open plaza and the through access 
from one end to the other.  With C, the lockers are located close to the current parking lot 
area but can not build out due to utilities.  Both B and C have a lot of site work and the walls, 
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ramp and connector takes time.  They spoke on phasing for all the options, the sports 
schedules, not being able to do bleachers first in Option A, there is still no parking at Memorial   
Field, the considerations for timing of bathrooms and bleachers, and Centre Region COG variances  
and issues that are different than the Borough.  Mr. Poprik noted that the CAC for Facilities will 
see this next Thursday and then it will be brought to the full Board at their November 28 
meeting. 
 
Committee members discussed how to process for selection and most were in agreement of 
thinking the choice could be between Option A and Option B.  They would need a timeline 
calendar for the November 28 meeting along with more details of phasing.  Dr. O’Donnell 
spoke on the purpose of Memorial Field, veteran alums, and the possibility of a Memorial Flag 
Plaza. 
 
Public Comment 
-- Dr. Duffy thought this was a very complete and thorough presentation.  With Option A, he 
likes keeping the shell of the old building, has concern for the building being in the line of 
sight, and likes the levels to congregate and the open spaces. 
-- Ms. Zydney would like to see a sketch of what we have currently to see how different it is. 
The facility could be used during Arts Fest or be available for other groups.  
  
Ms. Childe spoke on the LEED scorecard.  LEED is usually looking at new buildings and this is 
not but could approach to utilize the most sustainability, which comes with a cost.  She 
provided an explanation on LEED, life cycle of materials, environmental quality and adjusting 
to a new standard.  It was noted the Board approved a resolution for projects to be LEED 
Silver and would like to have the conversation with the CAC for Facilities to hear their advice. 
 
Mr. Fozard left the meeting at 1:45 p.m. 
 
IV. High School Project Update  
Mr. Poprik noted that he had nothing prepared and had no news at this time.  He asked if 
there were any questions and there were none at this time. 
 
V. Athletic Field Master Plan RFP  
Mr. Poprik provided a calendar and RFP explaining there is a lot of information in terms of 
what we are looking for and what we have in programs and fields.  RFP’s are to include fees, 
number of meetings and services development calendar, team members, and similar projects 
done.  There are three-pages describing the school and programs.  This will also go to the 
CAC for Facilities next week and to the full Board at its November 28 meeting.  Committee 
members discussed what it would mean to postpone this, a lot going on right now, do need the  
Master Plan for preparing financials, no specific timeline was given, still need to have a Board 
discussion, and selection of professionals is a multi-month process.  It was decided that Mr. 
Poprik and Mr. Brown should talk with Dr. O’Donnell and Board Leadership and can be 
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brought back to this committee.  Mr. Poprik noted that he left the starting of the process up 
to the professionals. 
 
VI. Future Agenda Items  

November 7 Board Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Meeting Room A - PV with CAC 
Facilities and CAC Finance invited to review information prepared by CRA and 
ELA for projects NEW vs. RENO/ADD.  This is in preparation for voting on the 
options at the November 14 meeting. 

 
● RFP Selection for Athletic Fields  
● Future Forum Topics - To Be Discussed for DESIGN Stage 

21st Century Learning/Layout in our Newer Schools; Why K-5 Schools? 
Sustainability: LEED Gold Projects 
Operational & Facility Cost Analysis 
Visual Listening Exercise 
Impacts on Attendance Zones 

 
VII. Public Comment 
Ms. Zydney had a concern for the timing of the RFP.  There is so much on the plate, 
especially for Mr. Poprik and other administration.  She also spoke on the design process for 
the elementary schools and noted she thought there should be public input. 
 
It was also suggested to discuss and have a public meeting prior to the selection of Option A 
or Option B for Memorial Field.  It is a  Board decision but it would be good to have 
Community input for this item. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
Ms. Fishbaine adjourned the meeting of the Board Facilities and Grounds Committee Meeting 
at 2:19 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Mary Jenn Dorman 
Board Secretary 


