
Board Subcommittee on Culture, Climate & Learning Notes    IV-C 
May 14 2013 - 3:00 p.m., Board Room 
131 W. Nittany Ave. 
State College, PA  16801 
 
 
In attendance:  Danielle Crowe, Robert Drafall, Michael Hardy, David Hutchinson, Jacquelyn 
Martin, Robert O’Donnell, Jim Pawelczyk, Jason Perrin, Mary Peterson, Dorothea Stahl, Laurel 
Zydney 
 
I. Call to Order  
The Culture, Climate, and Learning Subcommittee meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. 
 
II. Middle School Academic Literacy 
Dr. O’Donnell and Mr. Perrin recapped the rationale and details regarding a new course 
proposal in concept. This was an initial proposal relating to an on-team course experience for 
each grade 7 student that would occur every other day for the entire year.  The proposal would 
result in the following changes in Grade 6: 

● Reduction in Family and Consumer Science experience in our middle schools. 
○ FCS would meet every other day for for 12 weeks (1/3 of year). 
○ Tech Ed. would increase to every other day for 24 weeks (2/3 of year). 

● The proposal would result in the following changes in Grade 7: 
○ Elimination of FCS as a “stand alone” course. 
○ Technology Education would increase to every other day for the entire year. 
○ Academic Literacy course (Reading certified teacher) would meet every other 

day for the entire year. 
○ Art/Music would each decrease in time to every other day for half a year. 

● The proposal would result in the following changes in Grade 8: 
○ Elimination of FCS as a “stand alone” course/elective. 

 Discussion and comments from those in attendance included the work that would need to be 
done prior to Fall 2013, if the proposal were approved.  Future work would include:  
A) communication plans regarding course offering changes for grades 6-8 at both middle 
schools and B) curriculum work that would need to be done to both make sure necessary 
standards are being met across the various content areas, and that opportunities are maximized 
for collaboration among departments....(i.e. STEM, Academic Literacy) 
 
Next: 

● CCL will have a cover letter with questions/concerns relating to the proposal. This will 
encourage thought/collaboration moving forward. 

● MS Administration will bring proposal to the full board on June 10 as an 
information/discussion item, which would be followed by a future action item for possible 
approval of Academic Literacy course. 

● MS Administration will develop more complete timelines for migration to the proposed  
middle school schedule. 



III.     Options Evaluation Matrix 
Copies of some examples of potential Evaluation Criteria presented by the design team at the 
March 18, 2013 work session were provided to review.  The CCL has been charged to generate 
a process that would develop and weight the criteria for the Options Evaluation Matrix for 
decision-making.  The committee discussed proposing a methodology to be used, a timeline 
that could coincide with receiving survey results, and the potential stakeholder groups.  
Discussion emphasized that proposed options should meet the project goals and have 
community support.  
 
Once draft criteria are collected and merged, the draft matrix will be sent to to stakeholders to 
weight each criterion, creating a bottom up approach for internal and external voices in the 
decision making process. 
 
IV. Future Agenda Planning  
Members set a date for the next Climate, Culture and Learning Subcommittee meeting to be 
held June 5, 2013, 3:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  The agenda would be drafting the options 
matrix for board consideration on June 10 and review by the design team later that week. 
 
V. Adjournment 
The meeting of the Culture, Climate, and Learning Subcommittee meeting adjourned at 4:37 
p.m. 
 
Formatted by, 
 
Mary Jenn Dorman 
Board Secretary 
 
 
 


