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Board Subcommittee for Communications Meeting 
December 5, 2013 - Board Room 10:00 a.m.  
131 W. Nittany Avenue 
State College, PA  16801 
 
I.       CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Subcommittee for Communications meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m.  
 
Present:   Amber Concepcion, Jim Leous, Ashley Loiacono, Ann McGlaughlin, Julie 
Miller, Bob O’Donnell, Wilda Stanfield, Scott Thomas, Betsy Whitman, Laurel Zydney 
(arrived 11:16 a.m.) 
 
II.      MATERIAL/WEBSITE REVISIONS 
State High Project Landing Page 
The committee members discussed ways to show the three to four main reasons 
why we are doing the State High project.  It should be the first thing a visitor sees on 
our website. Wilda presented a draft slide for the website rotator and the group 
discussed changes to the following points: 

• The current high school buildings are aging and failing facilities that must be 
updated. 

• Safety and security are a primary concern - Improve safety and security. 
• Facilities impact educational improvement. 
• School facilities are an investment in our community. 

Suggestions were made to add a description of the four main points, pictures - tell 
stories well, convey the sense of urgency, the future of our community, wording for 
the top and bottom border, and indicate that a failed referendum is not an option. 
The facilities are in need of repair and we would need to use operating expense 
funds for upgrades that would jeopardize future projects.  A failed referendum fails 
all students. Wilda will share changes with the group for further input. 
 
III.      COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
The committee members discussed scheduling a Community Conversation for 
February 3, 2014, expanding the times for the two December Coffee and Conversation 
meetings, and opportunities during the Craft Fair at Mount Nittany Middle School and 
the Elves Workshop and Preschool Fair, both at High School South. Further discussion 
occurred on the Craft Fair, December 7 and 8, for scheduling board members and 
volunteers who would be available to provide information on the High School Project. 
 
It was suggested to make presentations to PTO/PTSO meetings in January and 
February. We’ll need to contact PTO/PTSO presidents, get times for each school’s 
meeting and provide a presentation at each. All board members would be invited to 
attend. 

• Mike Hardy and Scott Deshong have already begun outreach to the 
PTO/PTOS officers at each school and are conducting follow-up discussions. 
We will establish a schedule of visits to each school community based on 
their already-scheduled meetings. 
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The following was reported about the Foxdale Village presentation: 

o There were 40+ people in attendance 
o The people wanted details regarding the exact tax implications 
o Voter registration forms should be provided to each venue 

 
IV.      ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION 
Committee members discussed half-hour radio spots to provide State High Project 
information and who could speak; and discussed the status of video presentations 
on CNET. 
 
The online tax spreadsheet is difficult to find and we need to connect it to the tax 
calculator. 
 
Bob explained we are advancing our Social Media presence and analysis. 
 
The group discussed scheduling meetings about the State High project with our 
Athletics and Music booster clubs. 
 
V.     ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting of the Board Subcommittee for Communications was adjourned at 
11:35 a.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Julie Miller	  


