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To:     Robert J. O’Donnell, Superintendent 
 
From:  Kevin M. Stahl, Director of Purchasing 
          Van E. Swauger, Director of Transportation   
 
Re:      School Bus Bid Recommendation 
 
Date:   June 18, 2014 
 
Administration has solicited bids to purchase one (1) new and two (2) pre-owned 30-
passenger school buses for the 2014-2015 fiscal year in accordance with the request 
submitted by Van E. Swauger, Director of Transportation. Two (2) bids were issued covering 
both new and pre-owned buses with delivery of the buses desired on or before August 1, 
2014. This requirement was advertised as mandated by the Public School Code.     
    
Bid packages were mailed to five (5) resellers. Ultimately, M. A. Brightbill, Rohrer Bus Sales, 
Leibensperger Transportation and Wolfington Body Company responded with the bids 
opened for public inspection. The costs are as detailed below.  
 
Vendor                                          Bid Price   
 
Pre-owned                         
M. A. Brightbill (2013)                 $93,300 ($46,650 ea.)                            
30-passenger, 2 each 
                   
Rohrer Bus Sales                                No Bid                                   
 
Leibensperger                                     No Bid 
                   
Wolfington                                          No Bid  
 
New    
M. A. Brightbill (2014)                   $50,385 
30-passenger, 1 each 
 
Rohrer                                               $48,675 
 
Leibensperger                                     $50,127 
 
Wolfington                                         $54,760 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The apparent low bid for the new 30-passenger bus submitted by Rohrer Bus Sales has 
been rejected as non-conforming with district-supplied specifications. Specific deviations 
include the lack of an electrically operated entry door, the lack of an emergency roof hatch 
and the absence of a strobe illuminated “stop” arm.  
 
Leibensperger Transportation, the apparent 2nd lowest bidder for the new 30-passenger bus, 
quoted a bus manufactured by Starcraft. Starcraft is a relatively new manufacturer to the 
industry(less than 10 years) and our district has never purchased or deployed Starcraft 
buses. A sample Starcraft bus was thoroughly evaluated and test driven by Transportation 
Services. Notable differences between the Blue Bird bus quoted by M. A. Brightbill and the 
Starcraft bus quoted by Leibensperger include the following: 
 

1. The Blue Bird bus possesses a “full glass” entry door while the Starcraft bus does 
not. This is important for driver visibility and the subsequent safety of the children. 

2. Blue Bird is the only manufacturer bid with a rear “crumple zone” that measures 14” 
from the outside bumper to the inside wall of the bus thus maximizing safety in the 
event of a rear collision. 

3. Blue Bird is the only manufacturer bid that undercoats both sides of the steel floor 
thus providing maximum protection against corrosion. 

4. Leibensperger Transportation cannot deliver the bus until mid-September and an 
August 1, 2014 deliver date was specified.   

 
Given the above considerations, it is the recommendation of administration that the low 
responsible bids submitted by M. A. Brightbill for two pre-owned 2013 30-passenger buses 
and one new 2014 30-passenger bus be accepted at a total cost not to exceed $143,685. It 
should be noted that the balance of the 5-year, 100,000 new bus warranty will transfer to 
the District for the pre-owned buses.    
 
 


