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To: Facilities and Grounds Committee 
From: Robert O’Donnell, Randy Brown, and Ed Poprik  
RE: South Track Lights 
Date: April 4, 2019 
 
The following is an update on our pursuit of a text amendment with State College Borough, 
which would permit taller athletic field lighting at the South Track facility. The current ordinance 
restricts light standards in the R3B Zoning District to 25 feet, which would be inadequate for 
athletic events. We’re seeking an amendment to allow lights up to 70 feet at the South Track 
facility to accommodate a variety of events. 
 
Background 
November 19, 2018: Presented the request to Borough Council; Council referred the issue to 
Planning Commission. 
 
December 5, 2018: Presented the request to Planning Commission; Planning Commission 
requested that the District meet with neighboring property owners. 
 
January 14, 2019: District met with neighboring property owners. 
 
February 6, 2019: Presented update to Planning Commission; Planning Commission requested 
more information.  
 
February 21, 2019: Presented update to Planning Commission; Planning Commission 
requested more information.  
 
March 13, 2019: Presented update to Planning Commission; Planning Commission made 
recommendation to Borough Council. 
 
April 1, 2019: Presented recommendation to Borough Council; Borough Council voted to 
schedule a public hearing and potential action on May 6, 2019.  
 
 



 
                                                                                                                                        IV 
Explanation of text amendment 
The State College Borough Council is set to vote on a text amendment that would allow field 
lighting to 70 feet at the South Track facility. In addition, the amendment would establish an 
operating agreement that would regulate the use of lights at the track. This agreement would 
need to be approved by both the Board of School Directors and Borough Council. 
 
Further details are included in the attached materials from the April 1, 2019 Borough Council 
meeting. 
 
The project is currently in design, with the cost estimated at $500,000. The North Field lighting 
project was completed at a cost of $437,220; however, the electrical supply details for this 
project are different and could affect the cost.  
 
The proposed athletic field lighting recommendation will be presented at the April 8 Board 
meeting as a discussion item. It will return as an action item on April 22, with the contingency 
that the Borough Council later approves the text amendment. 



C. SCASD State High North Fence License Agreement 
 

The State College Area School District (SCASD)’s High School Building 
project includes placing a fence along the north side of Westerly Parkway 
for student safety and to encourage pedestrian crossing at the new traffic 
signal located at the North building’s parking lot exit.  The legal right-of-way 
for Westerly Parkway is ninety feet, which would require the fence to be 
placed in an area that conflicts with existing trees and utilities if it were 
placed outside the right-of-way.  Due to these conflicts and the topography, 
the SCASD desires a license agreement to place the fence in the Borough 
right-of-way closer to the existing sidewalk along Westerly 
Parkway.  SCASD indicated that they would maintain the existing street tree 
line which will be within the fenced area in the future, as well as maintaining 
the fence that will match the one already placed near the High School’s 
South building.  The desired fence location has been field reviewed by 
Borough staff with SCASD staff and their design and construction 
professionals, and all are in agreement that the proposed location is 
acceptable to achieve the desired safety improvements. [Page 31]  
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends that Borough Council approve 
the right-of-way license agreement with the State College Area School 
District and authorize the officers of the Borough to execute the agreement. 

VIII. Planning and Zoning 
 
A. State College Area School District request for Lighting Amendment for the 

State College High School South Track located in the R3B Zoning District 
 

State College Area School District (SCASD) has applied for a change to the 
Zoning Ordinance lighting provisions. The applicant’s request is for athletic 
field lighting to be permitted at a taller height in the R3B Zoning District 
(Residential 3B). The purpose of this request is to illuminate the high school 
outdoor South Track located at 650 Westerly Parkway. Council received the 
request at their November 19, 2018 meeting, and referred it to the Planning 
Commission.  
 
The SCASD met with Planning Commission at their December 5, 2018, and 
February 6 and 21, 2019 meetings, and received significant input from 
numerous stakeholders. SCASD also held a neighborhood meeting in 
January 2019 to solicit input from neighbors of the site. 
 
During the March 13, 2019 Planning Commission meeting, the Commission 
recommended the ordinance be approved by Council.  Attached to the 
agenda on Page 23 is the proposed ordinance and a staff memo providing 
information about the proposed ordinance.  The proposed ordinance 
requires an operational agreement for the lighting.  Planning staff will 
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present proposed items to be part of future consideration for the operation 
agreement. [Page 33] 

 
Council is asked to receive the proposed ordinance and schedule a public 
hearing and consider enactment for May 6, 2019. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff requests Council receive the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation and direct staff to schedule a public hearing 
and consider enactment at its May 6, 2019 meeting. 
 

B. Review and Consideration of Local Economic Revitalization Tax 
Assistance (LERTA) 

 
The Borough has received a request to establish a LERTA District for part 
of downtown State College.  A LERTA District would provide the phasing in 
of increased assessment resulting from projects in the district based on 
parameters established by the authorizing ordinance. LERTA is a program 
created by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1977. 
 
The purpose of the legislation is to incentivize redevelopment of aging or 
deteriorating properties. Council is asked to consider adopting legislation to 
allow for a graduated increase in tax payments on improvements to 
properties in the historic downtown core of the community. LERTA also 
requires other taxing authorities to pass resolutions or ordinances for this to 
be a full implementation of the ordinance.  The LERTA District has also 
been proposed to be adopted by the State College Area School District and 
Centre County.   The LERTA District ordinance is proposed this evening to 
begin consideration for adoption.  A public hearing and further review 
meetings will be held prior to Council’s final consideration.  Currently, it is 
anticipated that a public hearing will be held later in April, with final 
consideration of the ordinance on May 6.  The LERTA District ordinance 
proposed for State College would only apply to adaptive reuse of properties 
that are within the LERTA District that were identified as historic buildings 
in the Centre County’s 1982 Historic Resources of the Centre Region 
survey.  
 
The Glennland Building is one of 22 buildings that would be eligible for a 
LERTA if the ordinance is adopted.  The developer of the adaptive reuse of 
the Glennland Building will attend the meeting and be available to answer 
questions that Council may have regarding that project. 
 
Council is asked to review the memo and the ordinance attached to this 
agenda. Planning Staff will provide a brief overview of the proposed 
ordinance.  [Page 35] 
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ORDINANCE ______________ 
 

AMENDING THE STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH ZONING ORDINANCE (CHAPTER XIX 
PART B and PART K OF THE CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES) BY ADDING A 

DEFINTION OF OPERATIONS AGREEMENT AND ALLOWING FOR LIGHTING ON 
SCASD PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE R3B ZONING DISTRICT WHEN THE 

AGREEMENT IS COMPLETED 
 

Be it ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of State 
College, and it is hereby Enacted and Ordained by authority of same, as follows: 

Section 1. Amend the Codification of Ordinances, Chapter XIX, Part B, Section 201. 
Definitions, to read as follows: 

 
Operation Agreement. A written agreement between an the State College Area School District 
and the Borough of State College containing specific requirements to ensure lighting on school 
property is not a nuisance. Borough Council will consider this agreement and act upon it at a 
regular Borough Council meeting. The lighting agreement shall be approved by Borough 
Council prior to the use of the lighting on school property. 
 
The lighting agreement shall contain the following information: 
 
a. Address, site plan (per Section 2709.a.) including location of nearest main buildings beyond 
the perimeter of the property line for adjacent parcels, zoning designation, lighting specifications 
and ownership of the property. 
 
b. Provisions in the agreement when the lights will be used for the Fall and Spring season and 
duration the lights will be turned on. 
 
d. The length of time the agreement is in place. 
 
e. The process and terms of renewal of the agreement. This agreement is in place until Borough 
Council terminates or amends the agreement.  
 
f. Assurances, to the extent feasible, that the lighting will be used only for the events outlined in 
the agreement and any modification to the agreement will require Borough Council approval. 
 
Section 2. Amend the Codification of Ordinances, Chapter XIX, Part K, Section 2706.d, to read 
as follows: 
 
(4) Lights Out. The primary light source (e.g., spotlights or floodlights) for all activities shall be 
turned off within 60 minutes following the end of the event. Exception: the track facility at the 
State College Area High School, South Campus shall be governed by an Operations Agreement 
approved by Borough Council and State College Area School District, Board of Directors. 
 
(6) Luminaire Height. In non-residential zones, the maximum height of luminaires for 
outdoor facility lighting and event lighting shall not exceed 70 feet. In residential zones, the 
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maximum height of luminaires shall not exceed the requirements in Table 1. Exceptions: The 
maximum height of luminaries for outdoor facility and event lighting at Memorial Field, located 
in the RO-A zoning district, and the South Track facility at the State College Area High School, 
South Campus, located in the R3B zoning district, shall not exceed 70 feet. 
 
 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED this _____ day of ___________________, 2019. 
 
ATTEST:                                                 BOROUGH of STATE COLLEGE 
 
 
____________________________                 By: _____________________________ 
Sharon K. Ergler                                                    Evan Myers       
Assistant Borough Secretary                                   President of Council 
 
EXAMINED AND APPROVED as an Ordinance this _____ day of  ______________, 2019. 
 
 
                                                                       ______________________________ 
                                                                          Donald M. Hahn 
                                                              Mayor 
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