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SCASD Board of Directors Selects 
Elementary School Project Options 

 
On Monday, Nov. 14, the State College Area School District Board of Directors selected 

project options for Corl Street, Houserville and Radio Park elementary schools, moving from 
schematic designs to the design development stage. 

The Board voted: 
● Unanimously for an addition/renovation project for Corl Street with three 

classrooms per grade. 
● By an 8-1 vote for a new construction project for Houserville with three 

classrooms per grade. Board member David Hutchinson opposed. Board 
member Penni Fishbaine made a successful motion to amend the agenda 
resolution from an addition/renovation project to a new construction project.  

● By a 7-1 vote for an addition/renovation project for Radio Park with three 
classrooms per grade. Board member Laurel Zydney opposed. Board member 
Gretchen Brandt said “pass,” citing Robert’s Rules of Order, though her vote was 
recorded as an “abstain. 

● Unanimously for a bid alternate for a fourth classroom per grade. 
The net cost estimates for the chosen options are: 

● Corl Street addition/renovation — $15.15 million 
● Houserville new construction — $16.65 million 
● Radio Park 3 classrooms per grade — $16.02 million 
● Radio Park 4 classrooms per grade — $17.24 million 
● Total estimated net cost of recommended options with 3 classrooms per grade — 

$47.82.Total estimated net cost of recommended option with Radio Park bid 
alternate — $49.04 million 
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Fishbaine proposed the amendment motion for Houserville by arguing that the difference 
in cost between an addition/renovation project and a new construction ($1.12 million) was “not 
significant” in terms of the benefits a new building would offer. She also said students likely 
would be less disrupted by building a new building alongside the existing one than they would 
with additions and renovations. The site, she said, had the flexibility to solve location issues for 
the new building. 

“There’s a lot of land there work with,” she said. 
Board member Scott Fozard said he analyzed the Houserville choice by weighing four 

criteria: optimal site layout, finances, building quality and the impact of construction phasing on 
students. The last was the deciding factor for him. 

“With the Houserville site, there’s enough space there that we could do new construction 
with very little impact on kids,” he said. 

Brandt invited Houserville/Lemont faculty in attendance to comment and offer their 
perspective. Among those who spoke was Ashley Eveleth, the Houserville/Lemont PTO 
president. She said that most of the two schools’ faculty favor new construction, and also asked 
if the school could be renamed Spring Creek Elementary. 

Detailed discussions about the Houserville and Radio Park designs mainly focused on 
site layouts and their impact on the two building options. Board members agreed that the Radio 
Park site posed challenges from steep grading in certain spots, large floodplains and the 
adjacent district bus depot. Some were in favor of moving the depot, even though the project 
team advised that the site still would have significant constraints for new construction. 

With the project options selected, the project team shifts into the design development 
stage, looking to begin construction by late summer/early fall of 2017. The Houserville and 
Radio Park projects must be substantially completed by June 2019 in order to receive state 
grant funds. The district plans to design and build the Corl Street addition/renovation project 
simultaneously, but the project is not bound to the same timelines as Houserville and Radio 
Park. 

The district administration and the Crabtree Rohrbaugh & Associates architectural firm 
had recommended addition/renovation projects at all three schools, with three classrooms per 
grade at each and a bid alternate for a fourth classroom per grade at Radio Park. For each 
school, board members voted separate motions for the scope of the projects and three 
classrooms per grade. The Board also approved a separate motion for the Radio Park fourth 
classroom per grade bid alternate. 

 Since April, as part of the District-wide Facilities Master Plan - Elementary Update, the 
Board has been considering project options to modernize the three aging schools. The master 
planning was accelerated by several months to meet an application deadline for state 
Department of Community and Economic Development grants and take advantage of an 
opportunity to save local tax dollars. In July, the state awarded $3.8 million in grant funds for the 
Houserville and Radio Park projects. 

From eight original options, the Board first eliminated half that called for closing and 
repurposing Corl Street. In all options, Lemont Elementary will close and Houserville, its sister 
school, will become a K-5 school. Since the option reduction, the Board has been considering 
addition/renovation or new construction projects for the three schools, assessing choices with 
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elementary enrollment projections from a demographic analysis of elementary attendance areas 
and schematic and site plans prepared by CRA. 
 

The district administration offered its recommendation maintaining that it provides: 
 

● The best building locations in terms of student interactions, site considerations, 
traffic flow, construction phasing and laydown areas and playground 
configurations. 

● A 50-year solution with significant portions of each project expected to be new 
construction to go along with lesser amounts of equally high quality renovations. 

● Improved learning environments for the school communities’ students in similar 
sized and comparable schools close to families. The four schools represent some 
of the district’s oldest buildings: 

○ Corl Street was built in 1952 with the most recent renovations in 1961 and 
an addition of modular units in 1996. 

○ Houserville was built in 1959 with an addition in 1968. 
○ Radio Park was built in 1962 with three modular units added after 2000. 
○ Lemont was built in 1939 with a 2-story addition in 1966. 

● Adequate capacity for the projected elementary enrollment in a fiscally 
conservative manner. 

○ Current capacity 3,358 students (2015-2016 enrollment, 2,894 students) 
○ Conservative enrollment projection for 2025-2026 — 3,204 students 
○ Moderate enrollment projection for 2025-2026 — 3,488 students 
○ Capacity from administration’s project recommendation — 3,496 students 

(includes space for Hearts program, currently in Fairmount Building) 
● The lowest cost option at this level of schematic design estimates, a fiscally 

responsible long-term solution for the district. Between capital reserve and 
borrowing, the district has a $50 million financial capacity for the projects. 
Addition/renovation net cost estimates (after grants and state PlanCon program 
reimbursement) 

 
At the Nov. 7 special meeting, the Board asked the elementary projects team to research 

potential costs of relocating the district’s transportation center adjacent to Radio Park. In the 
event of a new construction project, relocating the center might be necessary. 

The team calculated that moving the current operation (a five-bay garage and 
administrative center on five acres) would cost between $1.8 million and $2.9 million. The cost 
would be in addition to the current Radio Park project estimates. 

 
Other action items 
 

The Board also approved: 
● a revised Policy 217 - Graduation Requirements. The new policy will increase the 

total high school credits required for graduation from 22.5 to 25. 
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○ Our credit hours, when you look at comparable communities, are pretty 
low,” Superintendent Bob O’Donnell said, noting that the change 
prioritizes class choice for students and allows for more educational 
opportunities. 

● Several State High Project change orders. 
○ Board member Penni Fishbaine asked if the project is on schedule and 

under budget. “We’re actually ahead of schedule,” Director of Physical 
Plant Ed Poprik, explaining that while the original construction phasing 
plans called for Units A and B to have roofs by January/February, those 
units may see roofs by December. He added that the contingency 
spending for change orders is “in good condition.” 

 
Information/discussion items 
 

The Board discussed the following: 
 

● Proposed draft of 2017-2018 School Year Calendar 
 

● The proposed 2017-2018 school year would be different from the 
2016-2017 year in the following ways: 

○ The winter break would last 2 weeks due to the high school 
construction project phasing. Over the winter break, we are 
currently scheduled to move classrooms from the North Building 
into the newly constructed “towers” on the South campus. This 
two-week period would allow for the significant moves that will 
need to take place during this time in order to prepare for students 
returning on Jan. 8. 

○ Due to the proposed extended break, the district would not have 
snow days “built into” the calendar. The last student day would be 
June 11, and the snow make-up days would follow that date as 
needed.  

○ The last day of the semester would be Jan. 19. This would move 
the end of the quarter closer to the secondary “records day” on 
January 15, and would allow the weekend, prior to students 
starting new semester classes on January 22.  

○ The Act 80 day (prior to the April 13 holiday) would be moved to 
April 17. This would eliminate the three day break that currently 
exists between two Act 80 days. In this proposal, secondary 
schools would have back to back Act 80 days, and elementary 
schools would have back-to-back conference days.  

 
● New course proposals for 2017-2018 
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● The district is recommending eight new courses for the 2016-17 school 
year. These new courses are divided among five departments: Social 
Studies, World Languages, Mathematics, Music and in the Career and 
Technical Center.  

 


