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SCASD Board of Directors To Receive  
Elementary School Planning Update 

 
On Monday, Oct. 10, the State College Area School District Board of Directors will hear 

new information about the District-wide Facilities Master Planning - Elementary Update that 
could lead to a further reduction in options. 

The architectural firm of Crabtree Rohrbaugh & Associates has analyzed the choice 
between new construction and additions/renovations for Corl Street, Houserville and Radio Park 
elementary schools. On Sept. 26, the Board voted to eliminate half of the original eight project 
options involving the schools because the options would not lead to the district’s desired 
elementary school capacity or school sizes. 

All of the remaining options call for keeping Corl Street and present various 
combinations of new construction and additions/renovations. 

After consulting with mechanical engineers and food consultants for its latest review, 
Crabtree Rohrbaugh & Associate concluded that new construction for Houserville and Radio 
Park collectively would cost $3.8 million more than additions/renovations. 

“After full review, renovations and utilization of existing buildings appears to substantially 
more cost effective than building from new,” CRA stated.  

School sites also factored into the firm’s recommendation for additions/renovations. New 
construction would not be feasible at Corl Street because students would have to be relocated 
to another school during a project and space isn’t available. At Radio Park, the adjacent 
transportation department would have to move. Houserville may have ample space new 
construction, but the CRA’s estimated cost savings argue against it. 

Based on the analysis, the district administration is prepared to recommend eliminating 
three more options, leaving Option 1. This calls for additions/renovations for all three schools. 
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Monday’s update also will have revised elementary enrollment projections from 
DecisionInsite, which prepared a demographic analysis of the district’s attendance areas. 

Previously, DecisionInsite estimated 3,204 students in conservative projections and 
3,489 students in moderate projections by 2025-2026. 

The firm’s new conservative and moderate estimates have, respectively, 38 and 40 
fewer students. Some developments such as The Rise, Metropolitan, Frasier Center and The 
Grove II that are primarily college student housing or multi-unit residential buildings should 
produce fewer K-12 student enrollments than originally estimated. 

The revised estimates allow the district to continue proposing a 3,500 elementary 
student capacity and school sizes of 400 to 529 students through the projection period. 

In the coming weeks, the design team and district administration will discuss design 
scopes, layouts and site configurations for school projects. School principals have contributed to 
the planning, and faculty and staff also will have opportunities to provide input. 

Coming up, the final planning forum will take place at 7 p.m. Oct. 17 at Mount Nittany 
Middle School. Though the Board is scheduled to choose an option on Nov. 14, a decision could 
come at the Oct. 24 meeting.  

As required by the 3.8 million Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) 
grants for Houserville and Radio Park, projects must be completed by June 30, 2019. 
Consequently, the design stage would have to start next month with an eye to beginning 
construction in the fall of 2017. Corl Street’s construction may follow that schedule or a separate 
timeline. 

 
State High Project change orders 
 

The Board will vote on several State High Project change orders. 
Change orders for $19,641, $40,395 and $81,302 are related to rock excavation and 

removal and were verified by the district’s testing agency, with the costs determined by unit 
pricing. 

A $19,199 order is for adding a natural gas line extension to the North Building data 
center emergency generator. Plans showed the generator but not the gas line extension. 

In addition, the project will receive $1,380 and $3,144 back in credits for, respectively, 
re-using a gate at the South Building track and adding drywall where asbestos was removed in 
the South Building auditorium. 
 
 
Fund transfer resolution 
 

The Board will vote on a resolution to authorize transferring $11,770,000 from the 
district’s general fund to the capital reserve fund to close the 2015-2016 school year. 

As explained to the Board on Sept. 26, the transfer would bring the unassigned general 
fund balance to within the legal 8 percent limit. The amount, $5.9 million more than previously 
budgeted because of better than expected 2015-2016 financial results, will help support future 
capital projects. 
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In addition, the Board will vote to transfer $127,655 to the food service fund to cover 
cash shortfalls, slightly less than the $130,000 budgeted transfer, and will set the Pennsylvania 
State Employees Retirement System fund balance in the general fund at $7,313,719. This 
reflects about $1.3 million used in 2015-2016 to fund a portion of the increase in PSERS 
expenses. 
 
 


