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State College Area School District 
Office of Physical Plant 

Ed Poprik, Director 

To: Board of School Directors 

From: Ed Poprik 

RE: High School project – Field Update 

Date: May 21, 2018 

A motion to authorize the administration to continue developing plans for a synthetic 
turf field and associated field lighting on the North Campus to replace the planned 
natural grass field. Additionally, authorize administration to pursue credit change orders 
for deleted activities related to the natural grass field.  This design work would be 
completed through an extension of the current Crabtree, Rohrbaugh and Associates 
contract. 

Background: 
At the May 7 meeting of the Board of School Directors, information was shared 
regarding the possible conversion of a planned natural grass field at the North building 
to a synthetic turf field.   Included in that discussion was information regarding: 

- Rationale based upon potential field usage vs. sustainability of grass
- Calculated cost per use of synthetic turf vs. grass field renovations
- Cost and impact of adding lighting
- Environmental and health studies regarding synthetic turf

Project Logistics and Scope: 
As the Board has discussed this item both at the Facilities and Grounds Committee and 
regular meetings, administration has continued to collect preliminary information. 

Based on both further research of State College Borough requirements and discussions 
with sport field lighting manufacturers, the design team believes that the field lighting 
can be installed within the current ordinances.  This means only normal staff approvals 
at the Borough as well as Centre Region Code would be required. 

In addition to items previously discussed with the Board, the concept of adding 
bleachers to this field has been discussed internally.  ELA has developed a schematic 
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plan for this and several other items that may be desired now or in the future.  
(attached) 
 
Based upon the planned topography, this field would have an “up slope” to the 
north/east corner, flat at the north/west corner, and a “down slope” to the south 
(towards the parking lot).  If bleachers were desired in the future, some grading and a 
retaining wall would be needed on the North side of the field. 
 
Other items that may be considered for the future include a scoreboard, steps to the 
parking lot, and netting to prevent errant balls from leaving the field. 
 
Cost estimates: 
At this juncture all cost estimates are schematic in nature, but in general the 
breakdown of costs would be as follows: 
 
 Synthetic Turf    $1,000,000 
 Field lighting       $500,000 
 Site prep for future bleachers $300,000 
 Scoreboard and netting  $120,000 
 Credit for grass deleted  ($46,000) 
 
Timing: 
Based on the progress of field work by the High School site contractor, direction is 
needed soon regarding the synthetic turf.    
 
While a formal calendar is not yet developed, if direction is given at this meeting 
regarding the synthetic turf and lighting, it may be feasible to complete this project 
within this calendar year and have it available for use in early spring of 2019.  If some 
reason this is not attained, completion of the project would most likely coincide with 
the final completion date of the High School in the summer of 2019.  
 
Decision on the turf infill material could be delayed for several months.  Based on 
approval of the synthetic turf, specific estimates would be prepared for future 
discussion. 
 
Discussions regarding bleachers and other added items are on no specific timeline and 
can be independent of this project, if desired. 
  
The Board will be asked to formally approve the project as documents are developed 
for permitting.  Another action will be needed to award construction contracts after 
final pricing is received. 
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