
1 

 

                 IV-A through IV-I (May 4)
 
STATE COLLEGE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
 
131 WEST NITTANY AVENUE • STATE COLLEGE PENNSYLVANIA • 16801-4899 
TELEPHONE:  814-231-1021 • FAX:  814-272-8790 
 
 
 

 

 

 
To: Board of Directors 
From: Bob O’Donnell & Ed Poprik 
Re: State High Project: Recommendations toward 90% Design 
Date: May 1, 2015 
 
For the State High project design updates to move forward, our administrative team is requesting board 
action on several key changes in the design process. Since the 60% design update, many members of our 
school community have engaged with us in conversations focused on how we can improve program 
spaces within the floor plans.  
 
For May 11, we are requesting Board action in support of the below changes to the design process. Your 
approval would demonstrate Board support toward incorporating these requests within the project 
design. Our administrative team believes these requests are important to support student programs. 
 
On May 4, we look forward to the conversation regarding these items. The timing of your action would 
enable the project’s design work to move forward within the updated project calendar. 
 

1. 9.01 & 9.02 Physical Education, Health & Athletics: Following the Board’s direction to include 

two physical education spaces within the base bid budget on April 27, we are requesting the 

Board’s support to redesign this part of the project’s design. As part of our update on Monday 

evening, you will see proposed changes to the physical education areas within the South 

Building floor plan that would enable the design process to achieve a) improved program 

spaces, b) reduced cost through decreasing the building’s footprint through stacking, and c) 

increased site opportunities in the future.  

a. Requested action: We seek the Board support continued redesign efforts based on the 

May 4 redesign concept of the physical education area within the south building. The 

details are documented in the post 60% design development program and 

corresponding floor plan sketches. 

 
2. 7.02 & 7.03 Performing Arts: Music and Theater: We are seeking Board support for the proposed 

redesign of these program spaces, adjacencies and design features.  

a. Specifically, we seek the Board’s action in support of the May 4 proposed redesign of 

the Performing Arts spaces within the South Building; this is documented in the post 

60% design development program. This design achieves our desired adjacencies and 

program spaces. (preliminary cost over the 60% estimate is $900,000) 
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b. We have also received several additional requests relating to our theater program 

spaces. For the requests that affect the design development process, we are including 

recommendations below. We are seeking Board action in support of each item: 

i. Stage Rigging System: We seek the Board’s action in support of the current 

design development’s manual rigging system to include the requested 

enhancements that support our current State High theater program. This 

increase would provide an efficient stage set change during performances, as 

well as additional curtain features to support both theater and orchestra 

performances. Additionally, students involved in the stage function would be 

exposed to the type of rigging they would most likely encounter after their high 

school experience. (preliminary cost over the 60% estimate is $20,000) 

ii. Acoustical Shells: We seek the Board’s action to support including suspended 

acoustical shells within the base bid budget at an estimated cost of $30,000. 

Also, we are proposing that the design team develops a bid alternate to 

integrate lighting within the shells. (the bid alternate is expected to be an 

additional $60,000) 

iii. Orchestra Pit Design: We seek the Board’s action in support of including the 

orchestra pit design that is within the current design development program and 

corresponding floor plan sketches. This pit is designed to support our program’s 

functionality and is an improvement over our current auditorium, which does 

not have a pit. The pit can be covered, and the stage extended, through its 

structured scaffolding system. (this is included in the 60% estimate) 

iv. Stage Lighting Enhancements: Through review of the current specification 

lighting system, we support the development of the requested stage lighting 

system enhancement. This request includes additional lighting to support our 

high school theater program. The current base bid package matches 

installations that Crabtree Rohrbaugh has specified on previous projects, but 

lacks some of the features of our current system, which was installed in 2008-

2009. (preliminary cost range over the 60% estimate is $25,000 to $40,000) 

 
3. 13.04 Delta and District Food Service Kitchen: We are seeking permission to make this area an 

alternate. The projected value of the work would be approximately $1.3 million. Making this 

part of the project an alternate would not suggest that it does not need to be completed, but 

rather a tool to use if the bids are less than favorable.  

a. The specific action requested on May 11 would be to reduce the base scope that 

includes the North Building kitchen and include it as an add alternate. 

b. If the add alternate were not accepted, it could be rebid as a separate capital project in 

2017 without having any impact on the functionality of the project. 

c. If the bid would need to be delayed further, the district central kitchen functions could 

remain in temporary provisions created at the Mount Nittany campus,and Delta food 

service could be accommodated through satellite measures from the South Building. 

d. If not completed with the high school project, a discussion regarding the source of 

funding would be included at a later time. 


