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               V-B 
State College Area School District 

Office of Physical Plant 
Ed Poprik, Director 

 
To:  Board of School Directors 
 
From:  Ed Poprik 
 
RE:  Award Proposal for Structural Assessment 
 
Date:  June 22, 2015 
 
Recommend that the Board of School Directors award the proposal for the 
Structural Assessment of the Fairmount Avenue and 131 W. Nittany 
Avenue buildings to Weber Murphy Fox in the amount of $13,000.00. 
 
 Background: On May 4, 2015 the Board of School Directors 
 approved the release of a Request for Proposal to conduct a 
 structural assessment of the Fairmount Avenue and 131 W. Nittany 
 Avenue buildings.  After reviewing the initial proposals, the CAC for 
 Facilities sent follow up questions to each of the respondents.  The 
 original proposal as well as the answers to the questions can be 
 found at: 
 
 http://www.scasd.org/Page/26825 
 
 At their June meeting, the CAC for Facilities concurred with the 
 Administration’s recommendation to accept the proposal from Weber 
 Murphy Fox.  (attached) 
 
Table of all respondents: 

 

Firm Proposed+fee
Weber%Murphy%Fox $13,000
McKissick $13,400
Stahl%Sheaffer $28,500
Palumbo%Skibinski $33,080
Hoffman $62,300
Massaro $85,228
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Our Vision: Do Good Work

We strive to be your fi rm of choice, offering a diverse palette of innovative, integrated professional services. 

Our goal is to perform with excellence.  
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May 21, 2015

Ed Poprik
Director of  Physical Plant
State College Area School District
131 West Nittany Avenue
State College, PA 16801

Re:  Building Assessments for the State College Area School District 

Dear Mr. Poprik and the Selection Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a proposal for Professional Services for Assessment of  the Fairmount Avenue and Central Offi ce Buildings in 
the State College Area School District.

The State College WMF offi ce was established 15 years ago and, in that time, we have grown our local practice to include a mixture of  Centre County 
public and private clients, as well as Central PA branch campuses of  Penn State University. Many of  our projects involve renovation and we are very 
familiar with performing assessments of  buildings to assist owners with decision making.  

WMF specializes in integrated project delivery. We have had construction management in-house for over 25 years and were one of  the fi rst architecture 
fi rms in PA to do this. To date, we have built about 50% of  the work we design as architects. Tony Grace, part of  our State College offi ce staff,  is a 
construction project manager with over 35 years in the industry who would bring an exceptional level of  expertise to the assessment process.

I have chosen Urban Engineers as our structural consultant for the project. WMF has a long history working with UE, as well as a good relationship with 
Ed Gannon, who I have personally collaborated with for many PSU projects over the last 10 years.

We pride ourselves in being a highly-experienced, service-oriented fi rm. Having clients who are satisfi ed on a daily basis, as well as at the end of  a project, 
is something that we all take very seriously. If  we work together, you will get weekly updates from me and fi nd that the level of  responsiveness to your 
calls, e-mails, etc. will be extremely high. 

I would welcome the opportunity to work with you on this building assessment and to provide valuable information to the board for their strategic 
planning process.  Please contact me if  there is any further information I can provide.

Kind regards,

Anna L. Childe, AIA, LEED AP
Principal

Point of Contact for the RFP Process
Anna L. Childe, AIA, LEED AP
Weber Murphy Fox
403 South Allen, Suite 115
State College, PA 16801
814.206.0981 (direct)
814.574.3732 (mobile)
achilde@wmf-inc.com (email)
www.wmf-inc.com (website)
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Weber Murphy Fox
Type of Ownership
Weber Murphy Fox is incorporated in the Commonwealth of  
Pennsylvania.  The fi rm has seven principals, each with a signifi cant 
ownership stake in the corporation.  

Firm History 
WMF is a professional services fi rm founded in 1967.  Since its 
inception, the company has performed services for more than 1,500 
clients and completed more than 3,000 projects (Construction value 
exceeding One Billion Dollars) throughout the region.  

Our ability to grow from a small generalist fi rm to a regional fi rm 
with several specialized studios is the result of  one simple maxim…“to 
bring value we must fi rst understand what is important to our clients and then, in 
everything we do, ensure that we deliver what is important.”  

Staffi ng Resources
WMF has 40 full time employees 

• Architects
• Interior Designers
• Landscape Architects
• Project Managers
• Field Supervisors
• Technical/Production Staff
• Project Coordinators

Architecture
WMF provides a full menu of  architecture-related design services.  
Appropriate design is our benchmark for measuring success and can 
only be achieved through consistent engagement with our client.  This 
posture assists them in achieving their goals for a specifi c project.  It is 
the blending of  our experience and knowledge with the project goals 
that provides the pathway for success. 

Interior Design
WMF has provided award-winning Interior Design services for more 
than 30 years.  Experienced and qualifi ed designers develop creative 
and functional work environments.  The interiors component of  any 
facility must support organizational and technological change with 
high occupant and management benefi t. WMF can provide complete 
color and design services as well as programming, space planning, and 
the design, selection and specifi cation of  furnishings, fl oor coverings, 
lighting and signage.  

Construction 
Since 1984, the fi rm has offered Construction Management and Project 
Development services.  Our design-led integrated approach provides 
a unique integration of  the design and construction process, and we 
build approximately 50% of  the projects we design.  Our approach to 
construction is based on providing our clients with a single point of  
contact.

Landscape Architecture
Weber Murphy Fox has in-house landscape architecture staff.   We 
believe that landscape architecture is the art, planning, design, 
management, preservation and rehabilitation of  the land and the 
design of  human-made constructs. 

Land Planning and Development
At WMF, Land Planning & Development encompasses the art, analysis, 
planning, design, management and stewardship of  the built and natural 
environments. Our landscape architects deal with open space land use 
activities characterized by landscape features, process, and systems. We 
work to promote human as well as ecological health and well-being. 
Through a collaborative process, we integrate programmatic and site 
requirements into cohesive land planning solutions and development 
plans that incorporate topography, fl ora, fauna, climate, soil, geography, 
water and regulatory aspects of  site planning.

FIRM OVERVIEW
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LEED  and Sustainable Design Experience
Sustainable Design ensures that meeting today’s needs does not 
compromise the ability of  future generations to meet their needs.  By 
focusing on the three spheres that frame sustainability – environmental, 
social, and economic – projects can be developed and buildings 
designed in a responsible way to reduce consumption of  non-
renewable resources, minimize waste, and create healthy productive 
environments.

Assessment methodologies like LEED, Green Globes, LABS 21, and 
the Sustainable Sites Initiative (SITES™) offer additional incentives 
to address performance.  Currently the fi rm has 10 LEED Accredited 
Professionals. 

Building Information Modeling 
WMF began the exploration of  BIM in 2006 as a means to continue 
to improve the quality and productivity of  our professional services, 
reduce laborious coordination and documentation errors and provide 
a better basis for project cost budgeting and estimating, phasing and 
scheduling. After starting with a survey of  available products, WMF 
began implementation of  Autodesk Revit and was implemented fi rm-
wide the following year. In 2008, our initial BIM project was a branch 
bank for a long-term client (portions of  that initial model are still 
in use). BIM use has grown in the intervening years to a point that 
WMF uses BIM on ~99% of  projects, although most projects do not 
contractually require it. All consultants are required to use BIM.

As software, BIM has much to recommend it; however, BIM’s 
principal benefi t to an Owner is fostering a methodology of  enhanced 
communication and collaboration across the project team and 
lifecycle. This is particularly true in projects where early constructor 
involvement is expected and their input can signifi cantly and positively 
impact outcomes expected for a project. This is our experience when 
WMF provides Construction Management services. 

WMF uses the following industry standard software: 
• Trelligence Affi nity for programming management/tracking;
• Autodesk Revit for BIM authoring (including additional suite 

based software); 
• Eaglepoint LandCADD/Siteworks for site/civil/landscape 

content authoring, visualization and preliminary energy 
modeling; 

• Autodesk Navisworks for clash management, phasing and 
budgeting; 

• Autodesk Revit Server for model management and sharing; 
• Newforma Project Center for project collaboration, information 

management and tracking;
• Citrix GoToMeeting for project team collaboration/meetings; 
• Microsoft Project for task and CPM scheduling; 
• Sage Timberline for billing management on CM projects. 

All software is maintained under subscription-based maintenance 
agreements. 

WMF maintains a program of  internal and external training to insure 
a high degree of  user familiarity and competence with software. 
WMF is implementing Eaglepoint Pinnacle to provide immediate user 
access to help and training on all Autodesk software utilized. WMF is 
implementing the use of  mobile applications and VPN access to all 
project data by the project team.

WMF maintains a standard BIM Execution Plan (BXP), based upon 
the referenced publication, for use on all BIM projects; the BXP is 
developed by the project BIM Manager responsible for management 
of  all models. The BXP is modifi ed, on a case by case basis, as need 
for projects with special requirements. WMF content is developed to 
the appropriate Level of  Development (LOD) in compliance with the 
BXP.

FIRM OVERVIEW
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Urban Engineers
Urban Engineers has a proud and signifi cant history of  turning challenges 
into reality. Urban has emerged as an engineering, management, and 
scientifi c leader since its inception in 1960 in the City of  Philadelphia. 
The vision of  our founders, shared and enhanced by a new generation 
of  ownership, carries us to great accomplishments and allows us to 
achieve, and often exceed, the goals of  our assignments and the 
expectations of  our clients.
Commitment
The Urban Organization is proud of  its history of  effectively responding 
to the dynamic needs of  our clients and is committed to executing 
all assignments in a professional manner, pursuing excellence in all 
endeavors, and functioning as a fi nancially healthy organization. We 
are committed to providing the resources of  our organization beyond 
traditional expectations to achieve the goals of  the assignments we are 
privileged to pursue on our clients’ behalf.
Culture
Urban is a growing organization, committed to being the fi rst choice of  
its clients. By providing innovation, technical excellence, and on-time 
performance, we create value for a proud Urban family.
Sustainability
Urban is a strong supporter of  sustainable design and management 
efforts to create a harmonious built environment by reducing the use 
of  non-renewable resources and minimizing environmental impact. 
We employ many LEED® AP credentialed professionals, offer in-
house LEED training, and encourage environmental consciousness 
through such efforts as paper recycling, car share programs, and pretax 
deductions for transit fares.
Urban Engineers (Urban) is an ISO 9001:2008-Certifi ed, multidisciplinary 
design, environmental, planning, and construction services consulting 
fi rm.  Urban provides services for facilities, buildings, ports & waterways, 
public transportation, railroads, airports, energy & utilities, bridges, and 

FIRM OVERVIEW
roadways.  We attribute our reputation and excellence, as a recognized 
leader in our fi elds of  professional practice, to our ability to provide 
clients with a superior level of  competence, quality, and commitment.  
Urban is an ENR Top 500 Engineering fi rm and an ENR Top 50 
Construction Management Firm.
Urban’s 400+ employees are located in 12 offi ces and can provide the 
following services:
MARKET SECTORS: 
 ■ Facilities Engineering  ■ Housing
 ■ Highways & Bridges ■ Arts, Culture, and Entertainment
 ■ Ports and Waterways  ■ Healthcare
 ■ Airports  ■ Healthcare
 ■ Railroads  ■ Commercial and Retail
 ■ Public Transportation  ■ Industrial
 ■ Utilities and Energy  ■ Governments and Municipalities
 ■ Parks

FACILITIES AND BUILDING SYSTEMS EXPERTISE:
■ Surveying/Geotechnical  
■ Sustainability and LEED® Design
■ Environmental Engineering/Permitting
■ Site/Land Development   
■ Structural
■ MEP and Fire Protection 
■ Building Information Modeling (BIM)
■ Construction Management/Inspection
■ Claims Litigation Support
■ Constructability Reviews
■ CPM Scheduling/Cost Estimating
■ Financial and Budget Analysis
■ CPM Scheduling
■ Procurement Review
■ Building Code and Regulatory Guidance
■ Quality and Safety Program Review
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WMF routinely performs building assessments for our clients.  For 
all public school projects, when a reimbursable project is initiated, 
this assessment is required to be part of  a district-wide facilities 
feasibility study, which must be current to within twelve months.   Our 
Pennsylvania public school district client list, which included such 
district-wide feasibility studies, includes:

• Bethel Park School District
• Girard School District
• Harbor Creek School District
• Oswayo Valley School District
• Titusville Area School District

It is also very common for WMF to perform assessments of  existing 
facilities for other projects, particularly in the case of  adaptive re-use 
projects. 
A few specifi c recent examples of  building assessment experience are 
as follows:
Girard School District, Rice Avenue Middle School— WMF 
conducted a building assessment on this school, which is a collection 
of  additions and renovations to the original High School built in 1914.  
Major additions and renovations occurred in 1953 and 1991.  As a 
part of  the current $17,000,000 renovation, the oldest (wood frame) 
portion of  the 124,000 square foot facility will be demolished, replaced 
in part, with the remaining areas totally renovated. 
Erie Economic Development Corp., Mercantile Building— 
WMF conducted an existing facility assessment for this urban building.  
Originally a printing facility, the building had been shuttered for years.  
Local economic development agencies wanted to rehab it for mixed-use 
and we conducted an assessment of  the building.  Today the building 
is a mixed-use facility with retail on the street level fl oor and the 
remaining fl oors have been converted into residential condominiums.  
WMF was the architect/engineer and the Construction Manager for 

EXPERIENCE OVERVIEW

the adaptive re-use and was a principal in the entity put together to be 
the project “developer”.
Crawford County Commissioners, County-wide Facilities 
Assessment— As part of  a county-wide assessment of  the various 
departmental needs, WMF evaluated the former Talon Building, as 
well as a number of  county-owned or leased buildings. The Talon 
building had been mostly abandoned for many years and eventually 
the Redevelopment Authority of  the City of  Meadville became the 
owners.  WMF conducted a building assessment and feasibility study to 
determine if  the structure was suitable to house some of  the County’s 
government offi ces.  Similar evaluations were conducted on other 
county facilities to lead to a comprehensive solution to consolidate the 
county government. 

In all instances, we add a structural engineering fi rm to our team 
to provide structural forensic analysis.  For your project we have 
enlisted Urban Engineers to provide this service.  Urban’s assessment 
experience includes: 

Parking Garage Rehabilitations – Penn State (University Park, 
Hershey Medical Center and campuses).  Specifi c projects include: 
HUB Deck, Eisenhower Deck, Nittany Deck, East Campus Deck, 
Behrend Campus Deck, HMC Deck and Abington Campus Deck.  

Façade Rehabilitations – Penn State, University Park. Buildings 
include: Curtin, Bigler, Paker, and Geary Halls, Johnson-Findlay 
Commons, and numerous small scale rehabilitations.

Condition Assessment at City of  Erie Schools – City of  Erie School 
District.  This 23 building assessment provided valuable information 
to the school district for use in planning.  

Condition Assessment of  Rudolph Walton School – Historic 
Philadelphia School District building to be used by the Philadelphia 
Housing Authority.    
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ANNA L. CHILDE, AIA, LEED AP, Principal-in-Charge and Project Manager (Weber Murphy Fox) 

Project Experience
Penn State University
University Park, Pennsylvania 

• Dean of  Engineering Suite
• Jeffrey Soccer Pitch Pavilion
• Multi-Sport Conference Room Renovation
• East Area Locker Room Renovations
• Bank of  America Career Services Building
• White Building Renovation

Penn State Altoona
Altoona, Pennsylvania

• Adler Athletic Building Renovation and Addition
• The Sheetz Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence
• Sheetz Family Health Center Renovations
• Classroom / Lab Renovation Hawthorne & Holtzinger Buildings
• Slep Student Union Renovations

Penn State Harrisburg
Middletown, Pennsylvania

• Capital Union Building Locker Room Renovation
• Olmsted Building Entrance / Facade Renovation
• Olmsted Building Improvements
• Education Activities Building Study

Sound Technology
State College, Pennsylvania 

• Offi ce and Manufacturing Building Adaptation

Altoona Area School District
Altoona, Pennsylvania 

• Irving Elementary Roof  Replacement

Project Role
Anna will assume overall responsibility for your project. She will 
coordinate the assessment team and interface with SCASD stakeholders.

Professional Background  
Ms. Childe is a Principal with WMF. Prior to joining the fi rm, she 
practiced with architecture fi rms in State College, Philadelphia, Canada 
and Japan. She has taught in the Department of  Architecture at Penn 
State.  Anna currently serves as a member of  the Occupational Advisory 
Committee for the State College Area High School Architectural 
Drafting and Design Program and has also recently joined the Board 
of  Discovery Space Museum.

Education
Ms. Childe earned her Bachelors of  Arts Degree in Architecture from 
Carleton University in 1992.

Credentials and Licensure  
Registered Architect in Pennsylvania (NCARB). Anna is also a 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Accredited 
Professional.
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Project Experience
Parking Garage Rehabilitations 
Gannon has been involved to some extent in almost every Parking 
Garage Rehabilitation project at Penn State (University Park, Hershey 
Medical Center and campuses) over the last twenty years.  He acted 
as a consultant, designer, project manager and reviewer.  These 
project fees ranged from $10,000 to $250,000 depending on scope 
of  services and work.  Specific projects include: 

• HUB Deck, Eisenhower Deck
• Nittany Deck
• East Campus Deck
• Behrend Campus Deck
• HMC Deck
• Abington Campus Deck

Façade Rehabilitations
Gannon has also been involved to some extent in almost every 
Building Façade Rehabilitation at Penn State’s University Park over 
the last twenty years.  Fee for these projects ranged from $10,000 to 
$125,000. He has acted as consultant, designer, project manager or 
reviewer for:

• Curtin Hall
• Bigler Hall
• Paker Hall
• Geary Hall
• Johnson-Findlay Commons
• and numerous other small scale rehabilitations

Project Role
Dr. Gannon is proposed to be the lead structural engineer for this 
project.  

Professional Background  
Dr. Gannon is a structural engineer that has focused his career on 
rehabilitation, preservation and repair of  structures.  He has over 
30 years of  experience in the condition assessment, repair and 
strengthening of  concrete, steel, masonry and timber structures.  His 
diverse experience includes fi eld and laboratory testing of  structural 
materials, expert testimony and failure analysis of  structural materials, 
leading structural and façade assessment and rehabilitation projects 
located around the country, and leading design teams for new and 
renovation projects.  

ED GANNON, PE, PHD, LEED AP, Structural Engineer (Urban Engineers) 
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ANTHONY J. GRACE, Cost Estimator (Weber Murphy Fox) 

Project Experience
Penn State University
University Park, Pennsylvania 

• Nittany Apartment Renovation 
• Hintz Family Alumni Center

Penn State Altoona
Altoona, Pennsylvania

• The Sheetz Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence
• Slep Student Union Renovations
• Sheetz Family Health Center

Penn State Harrisburg
Middletown, Pennsylvania

• Olmsted Building Entrance / Facade Renovation
• Olmsted Building Improvements

Penn State Behrend
Erie, Pennsylvania

• Robert and Sally Metzgar Admissions and Alumni Center
• Convenience Store Renovations

Altoona Area School District
Altoona, Pennsylvania 

• Irving Elementary Roof  Replacement 

Sound Technology
State College, Pennsylvania 

• Offi ce and Manufacturing Building Adaptation

Lorain County Community College
Elyria, Ohio 

• New Laboratory Science Building

Project Role
Tony will provide conceptual cost estimates for any renovation, new 
construction, demolition scenarios developed by the team.  He will 
also be consulted to provide the “contractor’s perspective” as the study 
is conducted.  Working out of  our State College offi ce Tony can access 
both the Fairmount Avenue and Central Offi ce buildings  in short 
order.

Professional Background  
Tony Grace has more than forty-three years of  experience in industrial, 
commercial, residential construction, including more than thirty years 
as General Manager, Project Manager, and Estimator.  His experience 
includes total managerial authority for multi-million dollar construction 
projects, as well as management of  multiple projects simultaneously.  
Furthermore, Mr. Grace has an outstanding record of  completing 
projects on-time and within budget. 

During his tenure as project manager for local construction firms, Tony 
worked on many school projects, including Penns Valley Elementary.
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Project Experience
Condition Assessment at City of  Erie Schools
Steele led Urban’s effort to perform a condition assessment of  all 
buildings for the City of  Erie School District.  This 23 building 
assessment provided valuable information to the school district for 
use in planning.  

Condition Assessment of  Rudolph Walton School 
Steele led Urban’s effort to provide a structural assessment of  this 
historic Philadelphia School District building to be used by the 
Philadelphia Housing Authority.  The school was built in 1900-
1901, and is a 3 1/2-story building, of  coursed cast stone ashlar 
with brick additions built in 1915 and 1924.  It is on the Historic 
Register.  Project Role

Mr. Steele is proposed as quality control reviewer for this project.  

Professional Background  
Mr. Steele has over 25 years of  experience and is the Structural Division 
Director for Urban.  He leads the structural engineering practice 
for facilities and building systems, corporate-wide. He has extensive 
experience in the coordination of  projects from early planning stages 
through fi nal design.  His expertise also includes: new and existing 
construction, value engineering, historic and adaptive reuse, QA/
QC, constructability, code evaluations and existing condition studies.  
Urban is an ISO 9001:2008-Certifi ed engineering fi rm and, as such, 
takes quality control very seriously.

David Steele, PE, Quality Control Reviewer (Urban Engineers) 
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D. Richard Fox, AIA, Quality Control Reviewer (Weber Murphy Fox) 

Project Role
Mr. Fox is proposed as quality control reviewer for this project. He 
will utilize his 40 years of  experience in designing and building K-12 
facilities to apply best practice to the project. 

Professional Background  
Mr. Fox joined WMF in 1975 and became a Principal 1978.  He 
founded and developed Weber Murphy Fox Construction in 1983. 

Dick has developed a specialty within the firm in the planning and 
design of  Educational Facilities.  

Education
University of  California, Berkeley, Graduate Studies 
Pennsylvania State University, Bachelor of  Architecture

Credentials and Licensure  
Registered Architect:  NC, SC, PA, FL, MI, NY, OH, WV, NCARB

Project Experience
Albert Gallatin School District
Masontown, Pennsylvania 

• District Wide Facilities Analysis 

Bethel Park School District
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania

• New High School & Athletic Facilities

Fort LeBoeuf  School District
Waterford, Pennsylvania

• Waterford Elementary Renovations
• Middle School Renovations
• Mill Village Elementary Renovations

Girard School District
Girard, Pennsylvania

• Rice Avenue Middle School Addition & Renovations
• Elk Valley Elementary Renovations & Additions
• Senior High School Renovations
• Bus and Maintenance Garage

Oswayo Area School District
Shinglehouse, Pennsylvania

• Jr. / Sr. High School Renovations & Expansion
• Elementary School Renovations & Expansion
• District Facilities Study

Titusville Area School District
Titusville, Pennsylvania

• Hydetown Elementary Renovations
• Main Street Elementary Renovations
• District Facility Analysis



Talon Building  
Crawford County Government
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Weber Murphy Fox

Dr. James Tracy
Superintendent
Girard School District
814.774.5666
Rice Avenue Middle School - Currently Under 
Construction. WMF is providing Architecture and 
Construction Management Services
Construction Cost; $19,000,000

Jack Lynch
County Commissioner
Crawford County Commissioners
814.333.7401
Feasibility Study and Design for County Offi ces 
2011-14 
Options for renovations ranged from $25,000,000 to 
$60,000,000. Chosen Option Projects Construction 
Cost: $28,000,000 (to be completed in phases in 2017 
and 2018)

Pat Miller
Altoona Blair County Development Corporation
814.944.6113 x1111
Renovations to Former Meyer Johnasson Building 
for PSU Altoona 2010-2011 (For Sheetz Center for 
Entrepreneurial Excellence)
Renovation Cost: $2,000,000

Urban Engineers

Chris Musser, PE
Manager of  Design Services
Penn State University – OPP
814.863.2176
cpm118@psu.edu
Projects completed over the last 10 years, ranging 
from $10,000 - $250,000.

Vern McKissik AIA
717-238-6810
Conditions Assessment of  Erie Schools

Cicada Architects:  Mary Holland AIA 
215-247-1430.
Condition Assessment of  Rudolph Walton School
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The intent of  the scope of  work for this proposal is to provide the 
State College Area School District with advanced planning tools to 
help guide future decisions related to space allocation and usage of  
the Fairmount Ave. Building and the Central Offi ce Building.  The 
structural and ADA assessments will aid in developing the feasibility 
of  renovations.  

Like all projects that Weber Murphy Fox and Urban Engineers are 
involved with, a collaborative effort with the Design Professionals, 
Facility Managers and End Users (where applicable) will provide a 
successful effort.   We will work closely with SCASD to facilitate site 
visits, review of  documents, and building walk-throughs.  

Although no potential programming information is available, this 
assessment provides value to the Owner by beginning to establish 
building conditions which may inhibit or promote some future uses 
of  the building.  It will also provide potential costs associated with 
possible structural upgrades, modifi cations and additions that may be 
needed to support accessibility or to provide structural load capacity.  

A separate report will be provided for each building in digital format.

SCOPE

It is anticipated that the following scope tasks will be performed by the 
Structural Assessment Team:

Task 1: Meetings
It is planned that the Architectural and Structural Leads will attend two 
formal meetings.  The fi rst will be a kick-off  meeting with the entire 
team, and Owner’s representatives.  The second will be an evening 
meeting to present fi ndings in the Final Report and respond to any 
questions that may arise.

Task 2: Document Review
All existing drawings, specifi cations, work-orders and other information 
related to the building structure, maintenance and renovations will be 
reviewed.  While structural drawings may not be plentiful or available 
at all, there is often valuable information that may be gleaned from 
drawings and notes on other discipline sheets.  

Deliverable:  A report for each building describing structural systems, 
design details and design loads, if  available, “color coded” block plan 
of  the building’s fl oors indicating structure types, and design loads (if  
available).  The blockplans will be developed based on accumulated 
information.  These will be provided digitally to the Owner for future 
use.   

Task 3: Condition Assessment
The architectural team will work with the owner to document existing 
conditions as they relate to accessible routes throughout both buildings. 
Reference to current building and accessibility codes will be the point 
of  reference. 
The structural team will work with the Owner to determine the number 
and location of  selective demolition sites to allow access to view the 
structure.  The Owner will provide staff  or contractor to remove 
ceilings, walls etc., provide any needed abatement, and repair the 
areas.  A condition assessment will be performed visually to assess the 
condition of  fl oors, structure, beams, columns, foundations, roof  deck 
and structure.  Additionally, a façade assessment will be performed.  
Photographs will be taken and used to present condition.   It should 
be clearly noted that this is a visual inspection only.  While the overall 
condition may be assessed in this method, no structural calculations 
will be performed.  No testing of  concrete, steel or other structural 
materials is included in this proposal.  If  it is determined that this may 
be needed, upon agreement with the Owner, this testing and structural 
engineering can be performed at additional cost.  

SCOPE



WMF
WEBER MURPHY FOX

19

FEE PROPOSAL

Deliverable: A report for each building detailing fi ndings and assessment 
of  condition of  existing accessibility defi ciencies and structural system.  
It is anticipated that this report will include an accessibility defi ciency 
chart and the assessment, photos, photo log, photo key map and any 
other information that would aid in decision making by the Owner.  
This report would be included in the overall report for each building. 

Task 4: Assessment Summary
This section will provide an answer to the over-riding question of  
“Is the building’s structural system and façade capable of  providing 
adequate future service”?     Any specifi c concerns will be presented 
and their impacts on future use will be discussed.  

Deliverable: A report for each building stating opinions of  the impact 
of  condition on future use. This report would be included in the overall 
report for each building.

Task 5: Potential Additions or Modifi cations – Needs and Costs
If  it is determined during the assessments of  the structural systems, 
façades and accessibility that there is some level of  structural 
modifi cation necessary for the building to be effectively used in the 
future, these needs explored, developed in preliminary fashion and 
potential costs established.  While there is no established future plan 
for these buildings at this time, general building uses can be discussed 
and potential structural modifi cations needed to reach those uses can 
be estimated.  In addition to typical accessibility requirements, the 
addition of  restrooms may be necessary to meet accessibility and other 
building codes.  Although the MEP systems are excluded from this 
analysis, upgrades to these systems will be more economical if  shafts 
are provided to distribute these systems.  Assumptions regarding use 
and implications on plumbing fi xture requirements will be considered. 
This task will consider this and explore locations, sizes and structural 
impacts to the buildings.  

Deliverable:  A report for each building discussing potential building 
uses and their impacts on loadings on the building.  The need for 
elevators, shafts and other accessibility related needs will be assessed 
for structural impact.  Potential cost impacts of  these will be assessed 
and included in the report. This report would be included in the overall 
report for each building.

PROPOSED FEE

Weber Murphy Fox proposes the following lump sum fees to provide 
the scope of  work as defi ned in the Request for Proposal. These fees 
include reimbursable expenses.

Fairmount Ave. Building, 154 West Nittany Ave.  $8,000

Central Offi ce Building, 131 West Nittany Ave.  $5,000
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