
 

  
                                                                                                         V-C
To: Board of Directors 
 
From: Bob O’Donnell, Randy Brown, Ed Poprik  

Date: September 22, 2016 

Subject: Section 780 Hearing for the Lemont Elementary School 
 
Following Board direction from the September 12, 2016 meeting, the administration presents the motion to 
authorize the Administration and Solicitor to schedule a Section 780 hearing for the Lemont Elementary School. 
This action follows master plan recommendations to combine the Houserville and Lemont Elementary Schools 
into one school on the Houserville site. The Houserville site is chosen for the new or renovated building as a 
result of the site constraints at the Lemont location. 
 
Attached to this memorandum, the solicitor Scott Etter, has provided procedure for permanent closing of a school 
and procedure for sale of building or grounds. Mr. Etter will be present to explain these procedures in further 
detail if necessary. 
 
The timeline for the Houserville project calls for completion in 2019. With that being the case, the Lemont 
building will be utilized through the 2018-2019 school year. 



M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:  Board of School Directors 
 
FROM: Scott C. Etter, Esquire 
  setter@etterlawfirm.com 
 
DATE: September 21, 2016 
 
RE:  Procedure for permanent closing of a school 
  Procedure for sale of building or grounds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Procedures for closing a school, and a subsequent sale of the 
buildings or grounds are set forth in Sections 780 and 707 of 
the School. 

 1. Section 780 establishes a five-part process of 
permanently closing a school: (1) action by the Board to 
schedule a Section 780 hearing; (2) notice of a public hearing 
in a newspaper of general circulation at least fifteen (15) days 
prior to the hearing; (3) the public hearing; (4) a three (3) 
month period between the hearing and any Board action to 
permanently close a school; and (5) Board action to permanently 
close a school.  24 P.S. Section 780. 

 2. If the Board does, in fact, take action to permanently 
close a school, and subsequently decides to sell the building 
and grounds, Section 707 establishes a number of options to do 
so: (1) Public auction, with notice to be given in a newspaper 
of general circulation and in the legal journal, and with the 
posting of hand bills on the property to be sold.  When the 
Board takes action to authorize the sale, it also establishes 
the terms and conditions of the sale.  (2) Sealed bids, with the 
same procedure as for public auction to be followed.  We chose 
this option for the sale of the Matternville property some years 
ago.  (3) Private sale, with approval from the Court of Common 
Pleas after a multi-step process involving notice to the public, 
and after two persons attest to the value of the property.  We 
chose this option for the sale of both the Boalsburg Elementary 
and College Heights properties.  (4) The District may also 
convey the property to a recognized charitable organization, 
and/or to the municipality in which the property is located, 
and/or to a fire company, or ambulance or rescue squad.  Such 
conveyances need to be supported by six affirmative votes, and 



can be for whatever consideration (or even for no consideration) 
the Board deems to be appropriate.  This option is more 
frequently chosen when the property to be sold has little to no 
value. 

Please contact me if you have any questions about the foregoing. 

SCE 

C: Robert J. O’Donnell, D.Ed. 
 Randy L. Brown 
 Ed Poprik 
 

 


