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In order to support the District’s strategic initiative focused on literacy, we have researched 
a variety of approaches and vendors so teachers can select the most appropriate books to 
support their classroom libraries as well as their instructional books. Having access to 
current, interesting, and on level texts is critical when implementing a reading workshop 
approach to instruction. 
 
Online ordering of reading materials is common throughout the District, a national trend 
that is likely to continue. Consolidation of these online orders through one (1) supplier thus 
assuring consistency and depth of curriculum while potentially reducing cost would be ideal. 
To that end, administration has evaluated several online ordering platforms, including those 
dedicated to supplemental classroom reading. Platforms evaluated include Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, Booksource, Scholastic and AKJ Books. In conducting the evaluation, it became 
evident early on that specialty firms such as Booksource, Scholastic and AKJ Books offer far 
more than simple online book sales. Most employ experienced title experts to ensure that all 
titles, collections, and classroom libraries are designed for integration with, and specific 
correlation to, educators’ criteria and standards. In the estimation of the evaluators, 
including this information was a critical difference.  
 
Proposals were requested and submitted by Booksource, Scholastic and AKJ Books. In the 
estimation of the evaluators, Booksource provided the most comprehensive and compelling 
proposal in terms of detail, capability and cost. In examining cost, the industry standard is a 
discount percentage from publisher’s list price. Discounts for the respective specialty firms 
were 39% for Booksource, 38% for AKJ Books and either 25% or 35% for Scholastic. Based 
upon preliminary research, Amazon typically extends a higher discount than does Barnes 
and Noble. It should be noted that both Amazon and Barnes and Noble have variable 
discounts; some titles receive no discount while others may be discounted as much as 33%. 
In checking several of the most commonly ordered titles, pricing from Booksource was 
consistently lower than Amazon.   
 
As a final measure, the websites of Booksource, Scholastic and AKJ Books were evaluated 
for content, capability and ease-of-use. In the unanimous opinion of the evaluators, the 
Booksource site was preferred.    
 



Enclosed is a Booksource Primary Vendor Agreement for Board consideration and potential 
signature. This agreement has been reviewed and approved by the District’s solicitor. If 
signed, the District would be entitled to the aforementioned 39% discount for a period of 
three (3) years effective with the date of signing. Given the above considerations, it is the 
recommendation of administration that the enclosed agreement be signed. In doing so, the 
District can enhance classroom reading opportunities and provide coherence across grades 
and schools, while minimizing cost.         
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