
                                                                                                        V-C      

1 
 

 
 
 
 
To:   Robert J. O’Donnell 
 
From:  Randy L. Brown 
  Donna Watson 
 
RE:  Municipal Advisor 
 
Date:  August 20, 2014 
 
 
The district has been in search for a municipal/financial advisor. A request for proposals was 
released earlier this summer. The process included interviewing three firms by a member of the 
CAC for Finance, two board members, purchasing manager and the business administrators for 
the district.  
 
Following the interviews, contact was made with the references provided for the NW Financial 
Group, LLC.  The references were from school districts and municipal clients from New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, including a local organization. Feedback from the references confirmed the 
expectations of the team from the interviews. The references spoke of high quality work, 
excellent communication, timely responsiveness and financial recommendations highly focused 
on the direction and intent of the clients. Specific positive comments were also received 
regarding the customer service and technical abilities in the finance industry related to the NW 
representatives, which would be assigned to the district. 
 
The fees quoted by NW are $22,500 - $25,000 per transaction, plus expenses. The fees quoted 
by the other two advisors varied based on transaction size, but overall were higher than the  
NW Financial Group, LLC quote. 
 
The interview team recommends NW Financial Group, LLC as municipal advisor for the district. 
Following board approval, the administration will contact the NW Financial Group representatives 
to negotiate a proposed contract. The expectation will be to engage the CAC for Finance and the 
board of directors as we prepare a financing plan for the district. The administration expects the 
initial work with NW Financial Group to include a review of the district’s multi-year budget 
projections, the high school costs, and other capital project funding.  

Randy L. Brown, Business Administrator 
131 West Nittany Avenue 
State College, PA 16801 
814-231-1021 
rlb21@scasd.org 


