
Page 1 of 2 

                                                                   V-G 

State College Area School District 

Office of Physical Plant 

Ed Poprik, Director 

 
To:             Board of School Directors 

 

From:          Ed Poprik 

 

RE:           High School – Field project 

 

Date:          August 13, 2018 

  

Recommend that the Board of School Directors approve the proposal submitted 

by FieldTurf USA, Inc. in the base amount of $1,090,487.50 plus Alternate 2 for 

the addition of EPDM infill material in the added amount of $56,946.50, totaling 

$1,147,433.57 for the installation of artificial turf at the High School North 

Campus.      

  

Recommend that the Board of School Directors approve the proposal submitted 

by Musco Sports Lighting, LLC in the amount of $437,220.00, for the installation 

of field lighting at the High School North Campus.       

                                

 

Background: Administration worked with our consultants, ELA, and FieldTurf to 

quote the 3 best alternate infill material options in terms of safety, availability, 

cost, and maintenance.       

     

The alternates that were recommended for consideration are as follows: 

Ecosense EPDM Infill                          $  56,946 

Ecogrind Shoegrind Infill                     $140,176 

Purefill Cork Infill  w/ Brock SP14 Pad         $130,538 

 

The base bid price includes crumb rubber (or SBR) as the infill material.  Crumb 

rubber is recycled rubber produced from automotive and truck scrap tires. During 

the recycling process, steel and tire cord (fluff) are removed, leaving tire rubber 

with a granular consistency. Continued processing with a granulator or cracker 

mill, possibly with the aid of cryogenics, reduces the size of the particles further.  
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Health concerns about crumb rubber were originally raised by the University of 

Washington associate women’s soccer coach Amy Griffin, who noticed an 

increase in the number of adolescent goalies with cancers. 

She has logged her concerns over a number of years and noted that the increase 

appears to be with goalies only, who would theoretically have more contact with 

the crumb rubber than other soccer players.  These concerns have been broadly 

reported. 

 

To date, there are nearly 100 studies and reports on crumb rubber, from 

government bodies and independent researchers, that have assessed the 

potential for health risks based on various pathways of exposure. Connecticut’s 

Department of Public Health conducted an extensive study and published three 

peer-reviewed studies on the safety of crumb rubber and determined that there 

is “no scientific support for a finding of elevated cancer risk from inhalation or 

ingestion of chemicals derived from recycled tires used on artificial turf fields.” 

The Massachusetts Department of Health also studied crumb rubber and came to 

a similar conclusion. 

 

Due to the ongoing concerns, the EPA is preparing to release a comprehensive 

study on the topic.  The timeline for the EPA report on the safety of crumb rubber 

is reported to be: 

  

“The draft report was sent for external peer-review in May 2018. It is expected to 

be released for public comment mid-summer 2018. This will be an opportunity 

for the public to review the draft report and provide comments. The final report 

that considers technical and public feedback is projected to be released mid-fall 

2018.” 

 

The recommended alternate product is EPDM, which is the abbreviation for 

Ethylene-Propylene-Diene Monomer Rubber.  The EPDM infill is specially 

produced from virgin raw materials. Because of its stability to UV and good 

resistance to oxidation EPDM is appropriate for outdoor applications. EPDM is a 

thermoset rubber, which means that it has undergone a process called cross-

linking, by which its molecules have been irreversibly bound together.  

 


