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To:      Robert J. O'Donnell 
 
From:    Jacquelyn Martin and Dr. Sharon Perry 
 
Date:      October 26, 2016 
 
RE:      New Course Proposals for 2017-18 
 
 
 
We are recommending approval of eight new courses for the 2016-17 school year. 
These new courses are divided among five departments: Social Studies, World 
Languages, Mathematics, Music and in our Career and Technical Center. All course 
preparation and materials will be funded through the existing curriculum budget. 
The addition of these new courses could potentially increase staffing in Social 
Studies and World Languages. Any increase would be dependent upon the course 
request data and staff reallocation.  Please see the attached document that includes 
the course descriptions and rationale for adding them to our existing curricula.  
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New Course Proposals 2016-17 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
Course: AP Human Geography 
Course Description: The AP Human Geography course is equivalent to an 
introductory college-level course in human geography. The course introduces 
students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped 
human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface. Students employ 
spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine socioeconomic organization and 
its environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools 
geographers use in their research and applications.  
1.0 Credit       Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite: none 
 
Rationale: This course would be offered as an elective to all students in grades 9-
12. This  
entry level AP course provides an opportunity for any motivated student to access 
advanced level coursework as early as ninth grade. Students who take this 
advanced level course in ninth grade could take AP World History in tenth grade as 
a course sequence.  
 
Course: AP World History 
The AP World History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of 
world history from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. The course has 
students investigate the content of world history for significant events, individuals, 
developments, and processes in six historical periods, and develop and use the 
same thinking skills and methods (analyzing primary and secondary sources, 
making historical comparisons, chronological reasoning, and argumentation) 
employed by historians when they study the past. The course also provides five 
themes (interaction between humans and the environment; development and 
interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; creation, 
expansion, and interaction of economic systems; development and transformation 
of social structures) that students explore throughout the course in order to make 
connections among historical developments in different times and places 
encompassing the five major geographical regions of the globe: Africa, the 
Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania. 
1.0 Credit    Grades: 10 
Prerequisite: none 
 
Rationale: In conjunction with AP Human Geography, this course would provide 
continued access to AP/college level coursework for students who wish to pursue 
advanced level work in the social sciences.  Currently, we do not offer AP courses in 
the social sciences until 11th grade.  We have 80 - 90 students each year who 
choose to take the AP World History exam.  Offering this course will provide 
students with the content and preparation necessary to take the AP World History 
exam.  
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World Language 
 
Course: Chinese 3 
This course builds upon the knowledge of tones, pronunciation, written characters, 
vocabulary and grammar of Mandarin Chinese that were studied in Chinese 1 and 2. 
 The communication-oriented curriculum will continue to incorporate the four 
language skill areas, with an increased focus on writing and reading, and the 
Chinese culture.  Assessments may include proficiency checks, oral and written 
activities, quizzes, tests and projects. 
1.0 Credit     Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisites:  Chinese 2 
 
Rationale:  There are currently students enrolled in Chinese 1 and Chinese 2. The 
addition of this course provides students with the opportunity to continue with their 
Chinese studies for choice and college admissions requirements.  
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Course: College Prep Algebra 1A 
Linear equations, functions, and inequalities are the primary focus of this course, 
with emphasis on solving equations and inequalities graphically and algebraically. 
The concepts of linear equations and inequalities are extended to systems of linear 
equations and inequalities. A study of absolute value equations and inequalities 
extends conceptions and skills of linear equations and inequalities. 
1.0 Credit     Grades: 9-10 
Prerequisites:  Introduction to Algebra and Geometry 8 
 
Course: College Prep Algebra 1B 
Equivalent expressions involving exponents, polynomials, rationals, and radicals are 
the primary focus of this course, with an emphasis on creating simplified equivalent 
forms using properties of real numbers. The course concludes with a statistical unit 
focused on analyzing data using plots and graphs. Students will be prepared for the 
Algebra 1 Keystone Exam at the conclusion of this course. 
1.0 Credit     Grades: 9-10 
Prerequisites:  College Prep Algebra 1A 
 
Rationale: We want to deliver a college-prep level Algebra 1 course to all students. 
 These two courses replace the current Algebra 1 course to make the more rigorous 
College Prep Algebra 1 content more accessible to students by differentiating the 
course time. 
 
 
Music 
 
Course: Guitar 2 
This class is intended for individuals who have successfully achieved the skills 
acquired in Class Guitar.  Additional emphasis will be placed on advanced scale 
studies, traditional notation, individual class performance, and ensemble class 
performance. 
0.5 Credit     Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisites:  Minimum one semester and instructor approval of Guitar 1 
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Rationale:  We wish to provide a second level course to allow students deeper and 
more rigorous content beyond the basic level of instruction.  Students may 
currently re-enroll in the Guitar course and their content is differentiated.  This 
 new course responds to the needs of the students and to provide accuracy on 
student transcripts. We will re-title our current Guitar course as Guitar 1. 
 
 
Career and Technology Center 
 
Course: Advanced Programming Essentials in C++  
C++ teaches the basics of programming in the C++ programming language, as well 
as the fundamental concepts and techniques used in object-oriented programming. 
 The course begins with the universal basics, without relying on object concepts, 
then gradually extends to advanced concepts that are encountered using the 
objective approach.  Students who successfully complete the course are 
encouraged to take the C++ Certified Associate Programmer certification exam 
offered by Pearson VUE. 
(1.0 Credit)  Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: AP Computer Science Principles 
 
Rationale: This course would be offered as a second level course in a program of 
study, which will look at several programming languages culminating in an Oracle 
industry certification. 
  
 
 


