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________________________________________________________________ 

Section 17-1729-A of the Charter School Law (“CSL”) sets forth 

the legal and substantive bases for the nonrenewal (or 

termination) of a charter.  This section provides that either 

during the term of the charter, or at the end of its term, a 

board may choose to revoke or not renew the charter based on any 

of the following: 

 One or more material violations of any of the

conditions, standards, or procedures contained in the charter; 

 Failure to meet the requirements for student

performance set forth in 22 Pa. Code Ch.5, or failure to meet 

any performance standards set forth in the charter; 

 Failure to meet generally accepted standards of fiscal

management or audit requirements; 

 Violations of the provisions of the CSL;

 Violations of any provision of the law, including

federal law relating to children with disabilities, except those 

that the charter school has been exempted from; and 

 Conviction of the charter school for fraud.

24 P.S. § 17-1729-A. 

Before any decision to not renew or to revoke a charter is made, 

a board must give notice of its intention, conduct a public 

hearing, present evidence, and give the charter school an 

opportunity to offer testimony.  Formal action not to renew or 
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to revoke a charter can only be made by a board at a public 

meeting. 

 

The decision of a board to revoke or not renew is subject to 

appeal to the Charter School Appeal Board, and CAB’s decision is 

subject to appeal to the Commonwealth Court.  There are limited 

appellate cases addressing these issues, but they make it pretty 

clear that the evidence to substantiate revocation and/or 

nonrenewal, has to be pretty strong.  See e.g., Sch. Dist. of 

the City of York v. Lincoln Charter Sch., 889 A.2d 1286 (Pa. 

Cmmw. 2006) and Ronald H. Brown Charter Sch. V. Harrisburg City 

Sch. Dist., 928 A.2d 1145, 1146 (Pa. Cmmw. 2007). 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you. 

 

SCE 

 

 




