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Food items are often sold in schools to generate funds for programs and activities. However, often these

foods are low in nutritional value, widely available to students, and in competition with school meals. This

handout provides some creative ideas for “healthy” fundraisers. 

Listed below are some proven ideas for raising funds, excerpted from Twenty Ways to Raise Funds without

Candy, developed by the Illinois Nutrition Education and Training Program.1

Healthy Fundraising

1. Sled–a–thon — Every student can seek pledges for each sled trip down the hill.  A school that conduct-

ed this fundraiser raised over $2,000.

2. Plant Sale — Ask parents to donate plants for a sale. A garden club raises $1,000 –2,000 each year from

this type of entrepreneurship. 

3. G.S.T. Auction (goods, services, and talents) — Solicit local businesses, parents, community members

or groups of school children to provide donations for an auction. One school that held an auction such

as this had a number of items available for auction including a week at a time share, a week at a cot-

tage, hair care services, a lawn tractor, furniture, food, and restaurant gift certificates. This school raised

$20,000.

4. Administrative Fun — Have money jars available for the students to place money into. On a daily basis,

have the school secretary count the amount in the jars and post the total. At set increments (for exam-

ple, $100, $200, $500), the principal and /or vice–principal could be required to do stunts, such as dress

as a cheerleader, do cheers, act out a scene from a play, etc. One school earned over $3,300 in one

year through this type of fundraiser.

5. Halloween Insurance — One organization sold insurance for $1 and guaranteed to clean up any

soaped windows, cars, etc. the day after Halloween. The organization, consisting of seven members,

received six “clean–up calls” and raised over $1,000.

6. Spring Yard Work — One soccer team offered to rake yards and spread compost at a bargain rate. Ten

players worked for 3 1/2 days each, and each boy made $240 for the soccer team.

7. Community Job Fair — Ask local companies to rent a booth space for a fee and solicit free advertise-

ments from local radio stations and/or newspapers. One school held a job fair, charged $4 for admis-

sion, and raised $24,000 in the two years they have held the fair.

8. School Event Planners — One school sold school event planners for $7 each at school registration.

The planners included event dates such as football games, holidays, national tests, dances, and band

events. Fifty percent of the sales were profit. 

9. Advertisements on Seat Cushions — Sell advertising space on seat cushions to local businesses. Sell

the seat cushions at sporting events. 

10. Basketball Tournament — Charge teams of three to four players entrance fees and solicit prize dona-

tions from local businesses. 
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Healthy Fundraising

Below are some creative fundraising ideas excerpted from Creative Financing & Fun Fundraising for

Schools, Sports & Clubs developed by the California Department of Education, California Project LEAN.2
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http://www.kidseatwell.org /flyers/twentywaystoraisefunds.pdf (Accessed 12/03). 
2    California Department of Education, California Project LEAN, Epidemiology and Health Promotion

Section, Contract #01–15285. Creative Financing and Fun Fundraising, Alternatives to selling candy for

schools, sports and clubs. http://www.newenglanddairycouncil.org/PDF/CreativeFinancing.pdf

(Accessed 12/03).

Car wash

Conference

Gift wrapping

Golf tournament

Magic show

Recycling

Singing telegrams

Talent show

Treasure/scavenger hunt

Walk–a–thon

Workshop/class

Read–a–thon

Science fair

Spelling bee

Frozen bananas

Fruit and nut baskets

Fruit and yogurt parfaits

Fruit smoothies

Trail mix

Batteries

Bumper stickers/decals 

Buttons, pins

Candles

Cookbook made by school

Crafts

Emergency kits for cars

Erasers

First aid kits

Greeting cards

Magazines

Megaphones

Pet treats/ toys

Rent a special parking space

School frisbees

School supplies

Souvenir cups

Student directories

Trendy pencils

T-shirts with school insignia

Valentine flowers

Events that Involve 
the Community

Items You Can Sell

Activities that
Support Academics

Healthy Food Items
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